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Organisers 

LONDON WPC NIGEL STEVENS 
52, Redcliffe Square, 
London SW10. 01-373-7234 

LONDON WPG - LOCAL 
ROD PAWSEY 

13 Milford Gardens, 
Wembley, Middlesex. 
01-902-8642 

MIDLAND WPG - EASTERN 
Vacant 	STILL!! 

MIDLAND WPG - WESTERN 
Vacant 	STILL!! 

SOUTH WEST WPG COUN EMMETT 
c/o 'X' Toys, Broc6,lield Road, 
Bristol 6. Bristol 44980 

N.EAST MIDLANDS WPG MIKE BRIGGS 
29, Beech Hill Drive, Mansfield, 
Notts. Mansfield 21396 

S.EAST MIDLANDS WPG ANDREW CAVE LL 
20, Furzefield, Bedford. 
Bedford 51646 

S.E. MIDLANDS - CAMBRIDCE ALAN ROWE 
21, Lancelot Way, Fenstanton, 
Hunts. 	Slepe 8522 

N.EASTERN WPG MALCOLM BASSETT 
79 Southway, Beechford, Horsforth, 
Leeds 18. Horsforth 3346 

NORTH WEST IWA 
Vacant 

SOUTH WALES WPC VAL HICKIN 
Robinscroft, Ross Road, 
Ledbury, Herefordshire. 

SCOTTISH IWA RICHARD Luv:IES 
c/o Ritchie, 60 Sorer Drive, 
Glasgow W.2. 041-359 8541 

SURREY 6 HANTS C.S. JEFF HOL.MAN 
22, Willow Green, West End, 
Woking, Surrey. Brookwood 3034. 

BUXWORTH BASIN-IWPS P.J. BUNKER 
"Gorse-side", Cartledge Lane, 
Holmefield, Nr. Sheffield. 

COVENTRY C.S. 	ROY PARKER 
29, Southbank Road, Counden, 
Coventry. 	Coventry 594171 

CAL —N CANAL SOC.-VISITORS ROD BUTTERWORTH 
No. lands, Rudyard, Leeds, Staffs. 

CA'DON CANAL SOC.-MEMBERS MIKE THOMPSON 
50 Old Eaton Road, Rugeley, Staffs. 
Rugeley 4926 

SHROPSHIRE UNION C.S. 	DAVID SMITH 
"Arran" Bury Bank, Stone, Staffordshire 
Stone 2645 

S.U.C.S.-WELSHPOOL 	TONY BYRNE 
30, The Bentlends, Benthall, Bromley 
Salop. 	Telford 882385 

STAFFS 6 WORCS. C.S. 	WALLY WALDRON 
The Lock Cottage, Wheaton Aston, Staffs. 
Wheaton Aston 870714 

STRATFORD CANAL SOC. 	PETER WILTSHIRE 
45, Hunts Road, Stratford-on-Avon, 
Warwiche. 	Stratford-on-Avon 2663 

LANCASTER CANAL TRUST DAVID SLATER 
163 St. Albans Road, Lytham St. Anne', 
Lancashire. 

EREWASH CANAL P 6 D.A. 	MICK GOLDS 
73, Sudbury Avenue, Larklands, 
Ilkeston, Derbys. 	Ilkeston 780.12 

POCKLINGTON C.A.S. 	DAVE DUKE 
The Caravan c/o Village Farm, Thornton, 
Nr. Melbourne, York. 

NORTH LONDON RESCUE COMMANDO R. TRIM 
6, Eastwood Road, Muswell Hill, 
London N.10. 	01-444-9339 

STROUDWATER C.S. 	PETE SWALLOW 
1, Billbrook Road, Hucclecote, 
Gloucester. 	Tel.: 67585 
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LONOOO WPG NI(ZL STE~S 
52 , Redcliffe Square , 
London SW IO. 01-)7)-72)4 

LONDON WPG - LOCAl. 
ROD PAWSEY 

13 Milford G.rden., 
Wembley , Middle.ex. 
01-902-8642 

MIDU.~D WPG - USTEIIN 
ST ILL: : 

KIDLA.ND WC - wtS'reRN 

SOUTH \lEST WPG COI.IN E~TT 

c/o 'k' Toy., Bro~kf iald Road, 
Iri.tol 6. Bri.tol 44980 

N.EAST HlDLANDS WPC HIkE BRlGeS 
29 , Beach Hill Drive , Man.field, 
Not t.. Man.field 21)96 

S.UST MIDLANDS WPG ANDREW CAVlLL 
20 , Fur z.flald, Badford. 
Badford 516415 

5.1. MIDLANDS - CAKBRlOCZ ALAN ROW! 
21, Lancelot Way , Fen.tanton, 
Hunts . Sttpe 8522 

N .lAST!1lH \lPC KALCOLM IIASSETT 
79 SOuthway, Beechford, Hora forth, 
Leeda 18. Horaforth 33415 

NORTH WEST IWA 
V.cant 

SOUTH WALES WPG VAl. HICKlN 
Robin.croft, Ra.a PD.d, 
Ledbury , Hereford.hira . 

SCOTTISH lWA R.ICllA.RD 1I ....... IIS 
cIa Ritchie, 150 Nov.r Drive, 
Gl .. ,ov 101.2 . 041 - jj9 8541 

SU1UU:Y , RANTS C.S. JEfF HOUtAN 
22 , Willow Creen , Weat End, 
Wokin" Surrey. Brookwood 3034. 

IIUXWORTH IlASIN- IWPS P.J. BUh~R 
"Cone-aide", C.r tled,e Lane , 
Holm.field , Nt. Sheffield. 
COVENTRY C.S . R.OY PAJUCER 
29 , Southbank Road, Counden, 
Coventry. Coventry 594171 

• 

CALT''lN CA.~AL SOC,-VISITORS ROD BUTTEP,WOITH 
Woe: , land., Rudyard, Leada, Stafh. 

CALDON CA.~AL SOC .-MEKlIERS MIlE 1lI)HPSON 
50 Old E.ton Ro.d , Ru,e ley , Staff •• 
Rugeley 4926 

SHROPSHIRE UN ION C,S . DAVID SMITH 
"Arran" Bury aank, Stona, St.ffor d.hira 
Stone 2645 

S. U.C.S . -WBLSHPOOL TONT alltHE 
30, Tba Bentland., Banth.ll, Bro.lay 
Salop . T.lford 882)85 

STAFFS, WIGS . C.S. WALLY WALDRON 
Tha Lock Cott.,a, .~eaton A.ton, Staff •• 
Wheaton .... tan 870714 

STRATFORD CANAL SOC, PETER WILTSHIRE 
45 , Hunt. Ra.d, St r.tford-on-Avon , 
W.rwich. . Stratford-on-Avon 266) 

LANCASTER CANAL TRUST DAVID SLAnR 
16 3 St. Alban. Rold, Lytham St. Ann. ', 
L.ncllhire. 

EREWASH CANAL P & D. A. HICK COLDS 
13 , Sudbury AVlnul , L.rkJand. , 
llkllton , Derby.. Illle.ton 780<1 2 

POCKLINGTON C.A.S . DAVE DU KE 
The Car lv.n c/o Vill.,e F.rm , Thornton , 
Hr. Melbourn', York. 

NORTH LONDON RESCtJE COMMANDO R. TRIM 
6 , EI.twood Ro.d, Mu,wIII Hill, 
London N. 10. 0 1-444 -9 339 

STROUDWAT£R C.S. PET! SWALLOW 
I, Billbrook Ro.d, Huccl'cote, 
Cloucester. T.l.: 67585 



NAVVIES is published by the WATERWAY RECOVERY GROUP and is 
available to all who are interested in promoting the restoration, 
maintenance and development of inland waterways in Britain 

Minimum Subscription 25p. P. A 	 from the Editor 

EDITOR 
	

GRAHAM PALMER 	 01.346 - 4949 
4,Wentvorth Court,Wentworth Avenue,Finchley N.3 

TREASURER 	PHIL GREENWOOD 
68,StOCilda's Road,Stoke Newington,London N.16 

WRG BANK 	JIM FLEMING 
NE "Ton Ran",Canal Basinokylesbury,Bucks 

WRG SALES 	JIM WOOLGAR 
56,Connaught Cresc.Brookwood,Woking,Surrey 
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55,Northampton Road,Roade,Northampton NN7 2PF 

PRINTING 	MIKE & MEG DAY 	West Drayton 49604 
11,Ashvood Avenue,Hillinglon,Middlesex. 

COMMENT 
No.45 October 73 

Regretfully, a rather more serious issue than usual, 
but there is so much at stake now, we have to use all 
available space upon the important (in our minds at 
least) issues. 

Wandering about a fair bit of the system recently by 
boat, I came across several discouraging trends -the 

host obvious of which was the alarming rate of deterioration of the state-owned 
waterways - presumably a short sighted attempt to reduce deficits. Happy little 
adventures like the Bridgewater and Disley breaches will I am sure become common -
place if the current trends of neglect continue. Gate paddles becoming a national 
curiosity, gates quoins and cills leaking water in a most abandoned fashion despite 
impassioned pleas to "save water now" side ponds reduced to the status of watercress 
(or worse) beds; sophisticated hydraulic dredgers working slow time, at enormous 
bonus rates,feeding (with luck four mud hoppers resulting in only about 80tons of 
mud in suspension being moved per day (a good day!), and even more frightening in 
its own way the attitude of the "main users" towards their environment 

Yet with the computer at Willow Grange generating a white heat processing a few 
thousand boat licences and working out wages for the ever decreasing number of 
employees involved in the actual work. Expensive, large and virtually unused boats 
used for cosy "canal inspections".Costly p complicated and irrelevant experiments with 
hydraulic paddle gear (much of which is non standard,resulting in repair problems); 
Glossy multi-coloured free handouts glorifying the achievements of the administration 
and the like, really make me wonder , who decides the priorities. 	 G.41.13 
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COMMENT 
No.45 October 73 

Regretfully, a rathe r more serious issue than usual, 
but there i s so much o.t ato.ke nOlll, I/o'e have to use all 
available "pace upon the important (in our minds at 
lea"t ) issue s . 
Wandering about a fai r bit of the sys tem recently by 
boat, I came across several discouro.gtng trends -the 

,"os t obviOUS of which was the alarming rate of deterioration of the state-OIIIned 
"!1tcrll'ays - preswnably a short s ighted attempt to reduce deficits. Happy little 
adventures like the Bridgel/o'ater and Dis\ey breacheS will I o.m sure become common 
place if the current trends oC neg lect c ontinue. Gate padd les becoming a national 
c urtosity, gates qUOins and c ills leaking ,,'ater in a most abandoned froshion despite 
impaSSioned pleas to "save water now" Side ponds reduced to the status of watercr-ess 
( or worse) beds; sOphisttco.ted hydraulic dredgers working slow time, at enOrmOuS 
bonus rates, feeding (with luck four mud hoppe r s resulting in on l y about SOtons of 
mud in suspension being moved per day (a good day ,'), and even mOre frighte ning In 
its OIIIn way the attitude o f the "main users" towardS their environment 

Yet with the computer at Wi llow Grange generating a white heat processing a few 
thousand hoat licences and I/o'orklng out wages for the ever dec r easi ng number of 
employees involved in the actual work. Expensive, large and virtua lly unused boats 
used (or c osy "co.nal Inspec ttons".Costly,complicatcd and irrelevant experiments with 
hydraulic padd le gear (much or whi ch is non standard,resulting in repair pr oblems). 
Gl ossy multi-coloured free handouts g lorifying the achievements of the admlnistrattcm 
and the like , reaU)' make me wonder , who decides the priorities. G, K. P 
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Next time 
MOST GROUPS  
27-28th October 	 DROITWICH DIG 
Although we are not going to show in this column 
individually, the Groups that are expecting to attend 
the Droitwich Dig - please assume that YOUR Group will .4'4144.1%. 
be attending. 	 MI 

See elsewhere in this issue for up-to-date details and then 
fill in the form enclosed with this issue - send it to your local Organiser - or if 
id doubt to ROD PAWSE7 at 13,Milford Gardens We-dlRy,Middx. Plasc bear in mind it 
is VITAL that we know of your intention to attend in good time - without this 
knowledge we cannot hope to lay on adequate work, accommodation or food, so please 
fill in and post the form soon. 

A few days before the date detailed information will be sent to you, this will 
contain travel, wolk,feeding and accommodation details. 

he have a special request from JEFF HOLMAN that all members of the Surrey & Hants 
Canal Society who wish to attend should contact him. 

LONDON W.P.G  

NOVEMBER 17-18th 	 A WELL KNOWN DERELICT CANAL IN THE SOUTH 
DECEMBER 1- 2nd 

For the remAinder of the year it is the intention of the Group to concentrate on 
on a canal, which for political reasons had better remain nameless for the time 
being. As the initial stage of restoration - is whilst it is gathering momentum, 
will he the most critical, it has been decided to throw all our resources in this 
direction. 

As the canal is not exactly a million miles from London, there will be scope for 
both weekend and one day workers, so please could we have a big turnout on all four 
days. Full details from NIGEL STEVENS 

EREWASH CANAL PRESERVATION & DEVELOPMENT ASSOCIATION  
OCTOBER 27-28th 	 DROITWICH DIG 
NOVEMBER 2-1-25th 	 CHESHIRE RING 
book now with MICK COWS for a useful trip to a waterway which must be open by 1974 
NOVEMBER 11th 	 EREWASH CANAL 
Work will 	at the Great Northern Basin, concreting tappings on the basin 
retaining walls. Please contact MICK GOLDS for further details. 

NORTH LONDON RESCUE COMMANDO 

OCTOBER 27-28th 
NOVEMBER 10-11th & 24-25th 	 K & A 	CROFTON FLIGHT 
DECEMBER 8-9th 

Work is now proceeding upon the clearance of Lock 56. Contact RICHARD TRIM 

Next time 
Mosr GflOOPS 
27-21Hh o-tohe r DROI1'WICB DIG 
A ltho";t" ~'tl are not going tQ show In thb "Qlumn 
i nclivld ually, the Groups that are eXp'3ctJng to attend 
the Drolt"'\ch Dig - p lease ,1SSUIIIC that VQIt Group .. ill 
be attending. 

Se., " I ~e .. he,., .. In this issUIl for up-tQ-date detnil;! and th~'n 

r1l1 in lh<' fo,.,. enclosed with thls Iss<l<' - send it lO you .. \0<:<.1 Oq, ... nls .... - 01' U 
I" oIo"ht t o Roo PAWSEY a t 13,Mtl fol'd GRr<iens .... ... ' ul ~y ,Mlddx . Pl~ase bear In mind it 
I" VITAl, th:H we know of yuur intentiun tu a tt""d In gOQlI time - .. !thout thL. 
kno"' \edge ~e cannot hope to l"y un fldeq uLte "'ork , a,'(' ommo<\allon 0,' food , S() pl"ase 
fill in snll post the form "()()n. 

A re" dnys be f ore the dn te detailed informatl()n ,,'11\.,., sent to you , t his will 
~ ol\tain tra"el, "'olk , fecding ami accOmmoontion details. 

lie ha"e a spec ial requcJ:ot from JEFI' 110LMAN that all mo'mbers of the Surrey I!. Hants 
Canal S <xiety whO .. Ish 1 0 att .. nd should cont act him. 

LCfflDON II'.P.G 

SC/VEMEER 17-18th 
DECE~l1!ER 1 - 2nd 

A \I'ELL KNCM'S DERELICT CANAL IS THE SOOTH 

" 
For lhe re", .• 1 ... <ler 01' the year It Is the Intention of the Group to conce ntrnte On 

on ~ ('anal , which fo,' political reaSOnS had better remain namclus5 for tbe time 
be i ng. As the initial stag.> of re£toration - 1(' ... hils t It is gathering morncntu .. , 
.. Ill be the most critical, it has been decided to thr"'" all our resources In this 
dlre<:tio" . 

As the ean::ll is nOt eX::Ictly n million miles f,·Om London . there lIdll be sc ope for 
both "'e .. ken'! and one day wor kers, sO phnse cou l d we have" hlg turnout On all foul' 
days. Full detlllls from N1GEL STEVEr;S 

NOVBIIlE!l. 21 - 25 th 
bOOk no..' ... Ith MIC K GOTJ)S fo,· a useful trip to a "'ater .. ay whi c h 
NOVE.IIlER 11th 

DROIT1HCH DIG 
CHESHIRE RING 

must be open by 
EREWASH CANAL 

WO"k vdll ,'" at th .. Great Nor t he r ... Bllsln, concreting rappings un the basin 
re t aining .. 'aI l s . P lcase contact MICK GOU)S (0.· further detai l S. 

NOOFI r.u.~DON RESCUE COMMII NDO 

OCTOOER 27-28th 
NOVI':MIIER to-11th 11< 24~25th 

DECE\IIlER 8 -9t h 
" , CROI'TON FLIGHT 

work \11 n<;N proceeding upo" the c l earance of Lock 56. Contac t RIC/IARD TRIM 

1974 



KENNET &AVON CANAL TRUST - DEVIZES I PEMSEY BRANCH 

4th SENDAY IN EVERY MONTH 	 PEWSEY WHARF 
P1.2ase moet at Pcwscy Wharf at 10.30am, for towpath 1.2.velling.Contact GERRY 
TOWNSEND 

STROUMATER CANAL SOCIETY 
FIRST THREE SUNDAYS IN OCTOBER 	 RYEFORD ROUBLE LOCKS 
The work will be digging  silt from the upper lock chamber and rebedding  coping  
stones. Start 10.00am. Grid ref. 156-819/047 

OCTOBER 27-28th 	 DROITWICH DIG 

FIRST THREE SUNDAYS IN NOVEMBER 	 BIUBRIDOE 
Preparation work for dragline clarance Grid rel. 156-854/044 

SUNDAY 24th NOVEMBER 	 WINSUN GREEN LOOP 
An away working  party with the B.C.N.S 

Full details of all above programme from PETE SWALLOW 

SOUTH EAST MIDLANDS met 

October 21st 
	

OLD smATFain ARM 

OCTOBER 27-28th 
	

DROITWICH DIG 

Please support (for a change) the ahoy,. programme - it is vital that more members 

of the branch turn out to do their hit. Contact ANDREW CAVELL 

SHROPSHIRE ONION CANAL SOCIETY (Montgomery Branch) 

SATURDAY 20th OCTOBER 
Tree felling  bv  Redral Bone Works - saws and slashers needed. 

REDKAL 

SUNDAY 4th NOVEMBER 	 NE1SBPOOL 
No detAils at present 

SATURDAY 17th NOVEMBER 	 REDNAL 
Details as October. 	Full information from DAVID SMITH or TONY BYRNE 

BIRMINGHAM CANAL NAVIGATION SOCIETY (BCHS) 
All work parties depart from Gas Street Basin, Birmingham at 9.30am 

OCTOBER 14th 
OCTOBER 21st 
OCTOBER 28th 
NOVEMBER Ith 
NOVEMBER 10th-llth 
NOVEMBER 13th 
NOVEMBER 25th 
DECEMBER 2nd 
DECEMBER 8-9th 

TITFORD CANAL 	OLDBURY No.-1 POUND 
THANW VALLEY CANAL - STONE CROSS 
DROITWICH CANAL - 	DROITWICH 
STRATFORD CANAL 	SOUTHERN SECTION 
WINSON GREEN (SOHO) LOOP - 
TITFORD CANAL - No.5 LOCK CHAMBER 
WINS0.4 GREEN (SOHO) LOOP - with Stroudwater C.S 
THANE VALLEY CANAL - as October 21st W.P 
DROITWICH CANAL at SALNARPE 

Full details of above fixtures from GRAHAM TUBER 

KENNET Sc AVON TRUST BATH B BRISTOL BRANCH  

OCTOBER 27 28th 	 DROITWICH DIG 
CLITIT:IYL ALEC TILLEY at 6,Greenfield Rold,Westbury on TrYm.Bristol. Bristol 621500 

RIM ;60%2n 	
I0.30am Lock Il WidcombL., BATH LUCKS 
10.30am CIAVERTOIc PUMP - CIAVERTON 

SUNDAY NOVEMBER 11th 	 10.30am 	LOCK 11, WIDCOMBh. FLIGHT - BATH 

KE);'X[T &AVON CANAL TR UST - DEVIlF.S t.- I'I-:II'SEY BRANCH 

'lt h SDIDAY 1)1 EVl.RY Mlr.."TH PEWSEY WHARf" 
Plc a se "I<h' t at Pcwsc )' 'II'h,,,' r a t 10.30<1 .. , for towpnth l .;,velllng.Contac t GERRY 
T()I'NSEND 

STRooU\\ATElt CMIA I. SOCIETY 
PIRST THREE SU).,UAYS I" OCTOOER RYEf"OR D nOOIl LE LOC KS 
The work ,,"il l I~ digging si lt from thc upper lock chamber and r.>bedding coping 
s t ones, Sta,'t 10,00" .. , Grid )'ef, lS6-8 19!Q.17 

OCTOI' ER 27-28th DRvIT '''' ICH DIG 

FIRST TlmEE SUNI).HS IN l>OVE\IJlER 
Prep;lration work fo" dragl1nc c l " .,.rrncc Grid rer, 156~854/0H 

SUNDAY 2~ th ).,'CNE\~~ER 

,~" rr""':.v working lla,'t y ,,"'1 1 h the B . C . N.S 

Fu ll clc t ai l 3 uf a l l above programme f ,'on Pf:TE SWALLUI' 

301JTlI EAST MJi)L\l>llS IWA 

Oc t Ober 213t 

OCTOI:lER 27-28th 

Please support (for a c hrrngc) the abov" 
or t he branch tur n Out to do t heir bit , 

p,'ogrnnUTIC - i t I s vit a l 

Contact ANDREW CAVELL 

SHROPi:iilIRF. UNI'»\" CANA L SOCIETY (\tont gOllK'ry Ilrnnch) 

SATURDAY 20th OCTOUER 
Tree felli ng by Redr~1 Bone \\'o1'ks - saw. and s \ ls hers needed. 

SU;;O,H 1th NWEMBER 
NO d",I"l l s at p,'cscnt 

Bo,',!JR rOOE 

~' INSO!' GR EEN LOOP 

OlD STltATFOOD \R\! 

DRO IT\l'ICH DI G 

that mO ... , ,ocmbers 

RE U:;A !. 

II'ELS UPooI. 

SATURDAY 17t h NOVEMIlER RED:UL 
Details as O:: t obcr . Fu l l infor mation from D.WlO S~tITH 01' TO»'",' IlYR).,'E 

B IRMI"GI~\M CANAL NAVIG.~TIO:; SOCIETY (ac~S) 

All work parties dCI)"r t from Grrs S t ,'ee t BaSin , tli.'mingham at 9 . 3Clam 

OCTOBER 11th TITf'QW CANAL OUlBURY NO.'! POO ND 
OCTOilER 2 1s t 
OCTOilER 28t h 
NCNEMllER Jth 
NO,'EM!\£R IOth-lith 
NCNEMIlER 13th 
NOVEMIlER 25th 
DECE~nlER 2nd 
DECE~nlt-:R 8~9th 

THHn: VALLEY CANAL 
DROITW1CII CANAL -

STO»,'E CROS~ 
DflOlT\\'lCI! OF; 

STltl\T~'am CANAL SOJT IIEH:; S£crION 
WINSON GR EEN (30;[0) LOOP -
TI1'FCtlD CA;>:A!. - No.5 LOC K Ct~~hlER 
\\' INS03 GREF.N (SOI!O) Loor • • 1th SnoL1d"-a t er C . S 
THA ME VALlEY CANAL - ns (),tolx>,· 21~t II' , P 
DROITII'ICll CA-':,\t. Clt S;\LII'ARPE 

Full deta i Is of abu,'e fix, ureS f"<>r1 GR'\ lt'HI 'fUR ';F.R 

KEN,,'ET St AV O»,' TR UST IlATI! g, BRISTOL IlRA;>:CU 

OCTODER 27 28th DROITWICH DIG 
CO"la L' \ ALEe TI LLEY al 6,GI'''enfleld Ro~d,I\'Cbtb",'\' on Tn ," ,lIr l~!o l !ll'i S 10\ 621500 

S\,NDAY -':OVf,~lBER 11th 

10 . :11:1<>", 1.<X'k 11 
\0 3{\, .. CIAVEUTQlo.' 

Widl' omh.:, InTtt LCC KS 
PUMP - C\AVEU TON 

10, :Wnm 1..0::1( \ L, II'IOCrull31:. F LlGIIT - flATU 



RATH L BRISTOL BRANCH...continued 	
10.30am LAX'S 11 - BATH 

sTNIIAY NOMENUEE 18th 	 10.30am CLAVERTON PUMP 

Further dates for your diary:- December 3nd,eth,16th 00th. 

17,-tails from MIKE 0/EMAJ "Dinns" Rathamptoa Lane,Bathamptun,Bath. Rath 522U 

SCOTTISH INLAND WATERWAYS ASSOCIATION 

20th-21st wawa 	 Foam & CLYDE CANAL, 

The work will In. in the Glasgow Area - nopther details available at the moment, 
but contact RiCHAA3 flAVIES 

NARROW PUTT TRUST 

27th-28th OCTOBER 
mere will be no working, party at Norton Canes this 
le- 	 to the Droitwiyh Dig - individuals, pk se 

CANCELLED 
weekend as most members will 
make their own arrangements. 

21th-24th NOVEMBER 	 NORTON CANES docks 

Working party as usual. ContAct BERNARD BALES. 

Droitwich 
Dig 27-28101973 

Arrangements are proceeding tolerably well - Accommodation has been fixed up at 
nearby Witten Army Camp for the weekend and Friday night - this has 12 rooms , 
but water and :- lothes drving facilities as well as all the usual mcd cons. 

Plant is in the process of being booked, and catering arrangements well under 
control - it is hoped to have tea and drinks available on site throughout the 
entire working party, as eight station radio network has been booked and control 
facilities are being arranged in a field at the porters Mill end of the site. 

A coach has been arranged to pick volunteers up from Droitwich Station and to 
ferry the crowd to and from the accommodation, site and pub. Car parking near the 
site is possibl? - with care. 

Althou;11 a certain amount of troublo has been experienced with certain landowners 
in the area who refuse to admit the inevitability of the restoration,which will 
cause certain difficulties with plant movement and spoil disposal, but we arc 
confident this can be overcome. It is vital however, in view of the tense 
political situation in the area, that no reason is given to the locals to cause 
a fuss about the aftermath or our work - we must lave the site looking better 
than when we came. 

Your help is needed - please take the weekend off and attend, but please, please 
let us know you are going to attend by filling in the enclosed form. 

Gil? 
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Bridgewater 
We are happy to announce that the Bridgewater 
Breach was successfully opened to navigation 
on 24/9/73 and, apart from a few minor leaks 

-VA) 	 and a bit of spit and polish to be attended 

JUL'7 	to, all is well. 

nta With this success, one out of the five "Ring Targets" has now .. 
been_achieved, and in this I now include the Risley Breach, which 

■ although not, strictly speaking, on the Ring, makes an important 

-.7i 	contribution to the water supply thereon. 

Rochdale 
Following an apparently fruitful meeting, 245,C00 has been 
allocated for this restoration by the owners of the canal. 
Although no voluntary working party representatives have been 
officially contacted (the TWA were represented at the meetings) 
we understand that we have been "volunteered" to assist with the 
chamber clearances. The Bridgewater Dept. of the Manchester 

Ship Canal Co. Ltd. have been given the job of gate replacements and as soon as 
their estimates are known, the Rochdale Canal Company Engineer will he in a 
position to allocate money in respect of the other works necessary, including 
our tasks. One consolation here is that we understand that the gates will come 
out at an alarmingly fast rate, so some sort of navigational prospects are still 
hopod for by April 1971. 

Lower Peak 
Progress on the flight, buth from a voluntary and BWB point of view, is slowly 
showing signs of progress, and continues "on schedule". We await with interest 
the testing of some of the chambers, many of which have now received their 
pressure-grouting treatment and other scheduled works. The opinion has been 
expressed that unless the scheduled work is followed up by more lock works and 
pound dredging, then the flight will remain a weak link in the Ring, but I 
reserve personal judgement until the result of the test-fillings are known. 

The Lower Peak dredging programme tells another story - behind schedule. Nlny 
factors have caused this, and we would definitely like to see a bit of "extractum 
digitum" in this field. 

Dist?, breach 
Prart al action is still awaite0, contracts, tenders, estimates, etc. are still 
flying and we hope to be able to report a start in the next Navvies. 

Madness 
It has now been confirmed that either one or two weeks after the Ring is reopened 
a man-made breach will occur in the Hyde area lasting about six months. This is 
for the usual Canal curse reason of Motorway "progress". My limited powers of 
expression necessitate nothing further to be slid. 

ING For Ashton Canal report, please see separate article. 

Pate Stockdale 
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CHESHIRE 
Bridgewater 
Wc arc happy to ilnnounce that tho Urldgcwn t cr 
Br each wna succes.tully opcnc:d to navigation 
on 24./9/73 nnd , "part trOll! n few minor leaks 
and a bl t of spt t and poUsh to I~cnded 
to , a l l 111 well. 

8U1;1;088, OnC out or the five "ning Tal'get>!" has no. 
bee n ,achieved , an<) In thill I now Incluno the D1810), DreAch, ~htch 
although not, RtrlctLY speak1ng, on the Ring, mn.kCB an Important 
contribution to the water supply tooreoD. 

Rochdale 
~'ollowlng an Rpparcntly fruitful meeting, £4.5,()(')f) h:'la been 
allocated ror thll1 rcstor,1.tion by the owners or tilt' cana l. 
Although no voluntll.ry wOl'klng p:lrty representatives have been 
oftlciP.lly contactod (the IW" "'e re l'cprcsllnted at the meetings) 
wc understand that wc have been "vot.mtccred" to al.lst with the 
cluullber c lelluncc lI. The Brtdge'&'atflr Dept . or the M3nchcllter 

Ship Cana l Co . Ltd . have been Kiven the job of gate nlp l llcemcnU IInd 1111 50011 liS 

their estimatell are known , the Rochdll l e Cana l Ca-pany Engineer wi ll I)t! In !I 

pos it ion to a llocato ",oncy In rellpect or the Othe r . 'ork!l necessary , inc l adlng 
our taskll . One eoollo l aUon here Is thnt we unders t and t hat tile gates .. i ll COllIe 
out at an alar.lng l y Cast rate , 110 sa.e SOl"t oC navigational prOtipcctll arC ll till 
hopod for by April 1974 , 

~Wre~~'=~9I!. Cli ght , both frO!'l a VO l untary and fllIiO paint of vie.' , 111 slow l y 
shawl ng signs or progress, and cOntlnU(!1 " on schedu le" . Wc await lllilh Interest 
the testing of ,to.oe of the e ha.hers, lUny of .'h1ch have naw recelvefl their 
prOIl'UNl-grouting trea t ment and other SChedU led works. 
exprellscd that uo lesll tl>o sehedullld .... Ol·~ is followcd up 
pound dredging , then the flight .. ill rel\. .. lo n .'eak link 

The opini on hall been 
by !!lore lock wOl'ks nnd 
in the Rin!:: , but I 

reserve persona l judgement until the result or the teat-tilllngs arc knu.m. 

The LO"er ~ak dredJ:lng prograOll!lC t e l lll anOther II tOry - behind schedu le. )I'Iny 
factors Mve caused thiS, pnd wo .'oultl derinitely like t~a bit of "e,.; 'tractu'll 
dll,(ltum" in thlll field. 

Q!~!~laP~;t'lf,riS IIti l l aw:titecl , contractll, t<'nderll , estl"'Ptc$ , ('tc. :'Ire 8tl ll 
flying and we hOIlO to be ab l e to report a s t a rt In th(' TIOxt )Ilnvviell. 

f:1~aqnnf!!~en conflr11",d th~t either oroc or twa .'cckll nf l er the Ring is rcOl"'ned 
a JUln-lUdc breach '"'Ul occur In thl: Hyde aNa lallti ng nbout six .unthll. Thts is 
for the usun l ennal curse renson or /ltatoz'wlly "prOG,·tlSS" 
expreBlllon necessitate nothlog further to ltc salt!. 

For AllhtOl1 Canal report, please lIeC lIeparnle article. 

P",te Stockda l e 
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waterway 
recovery Work Camp 
group 
The WRG Summer Work Camp has happened - and if you missed it, here's my exciting 
little tale about it. 

In the four exciting weeks of the camp,held again on the Southern Stratford Canal, 
we tackled (and won?) three main jobs:- Piling, repainting a flight of locks and 
rebuilding a culvert, plus bridging it. 

If you ever wish to see real mtnual work, watch (or help) the WRG piling. It seemed 
to go on for ever and was very tiring, especially in the latter weeks as it got 
hotter and hotter. The work was done above lock 51,just above Stratford,because a 
field, owned by Stratford Council was getting wet because of seepage. Therefore 
these piles were knocked in to prevent leakage, though they were only four feet 
long, that was enough. About 250 piles were smashed in by sledgehammer, and, in a 
small way I suppose it was'enjoyed'. 

An artisic part of our number spent some of the four weeks repainting the eleven 
locks of the Wilmcote flight very prettily and also clt.aring dense undergrowth 
surrounding the locks and lock approaches. These were the two under-lying jobs of 
the camp and our main showpiece was the culvert at lock 35. Though more man (+ woman) 
hours were probably spent on these first two jobs. 

The original brick overflow culvert tunnel had been opened out during the 1963 res-
toration for two-thirds of its length but it was still as it was built for the rest 
where it went under the foundations of a farm bridge over the canal. The farm track 
had to be kept passable for obvious reasons and that meant that we had to build a 
bridge over the culvert when we had opened it out. The culvert was utterley clogged 
up under the bridge foundations and so had flooded the nearby field to about three 
feet deep, and, as unblocking was possible, work was rather necessary. 

The field was drained and the earth and trees covering the tunnel were dug out,the 
tunnel roof was smashed out, firstly with sledgehammers and later (when hard rein-
forced concrete was struck) with a jack hammer. Thon a new floor was cast with a 
discharge above water level, hence enabling easy unblocking. The walls were built up 
with traditional con-blocks and on top, for the farm track a concrete roof was 
cast and built up to its proper level with pretty con-block sides. This job took 
about three weeks on-and-off,and was finished just before we left. A few other jobs 
cropped up during our stay and these were dealt with "In our stride". 

During the camp, transport was provided, as it happened, in the shape of the WRG 
Bedford Bus, which suffered from very bad stomachache. This meant we got a bit 
restricted when it needed its Alka-Seltza tabs. (or a new head gasket),but after 
spending some money on various bits, and some tinkering by amateur "mechanics" 
(maniacs) the van only got headaches here and there (mostly there) and was put back 
on its wheels. 

In the latter weeks, a well designed and painted WRG board brought in quite a lot 
of donations from boaters and passers by - £26.21p. Unluckily £12.11p was spent 
curing the van. But the rest was divided up, by request of the workers, into three 
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More Cheshire Ring 

ASHTON 
The restoration of the Ashton Canal is now getting into top 
gear. Since my last report the floating dredger between locks 
3 & 4 has completed its work and has produced a good average 
depth of Oft. on the long pound. In the meantime a second 
floating dredger was delivered to Kershaw Lane above the top 
lock, and to date has succeeded in dredging from Audenshaw to 
a point at the edge of what was the Ashtac site near Guide 
Bridge. Ahead of it is a long slog to Ashton through some of 
the worst obstructions the canal has to offer. However, in the 
past few days the first dredger has been brought up by road to 
join it (together with a combined force of six mud hoppers and 
two tugs), and it is rumoured that BWB will use the two together 
to drive a way through to Ashton. Two landbased dredgers have 
been operating full time for the last few months - producing 
depths of 5ft + in places. 

The volunteers have been hard-pressed over the last four months, 
and could not have fulfilled their commitments without the aid 
of those visiting working parties who now know the feel and the 
taste of Ashton Canal mud. At the moment we are digging out a 
large bridge hole which BWB cannot reach with the dredger. 
The mud is 4ft deep in places and we are using 2ft. guage 
railway track and skips to remove the spoil. For the 
frustrated railway enthusiasts amongst us this involves a turn-
table and a steep incline up to towpath level along which the 
trucks are hauled by a barrow-hoist via a clever system of 
cables and pulleys. Given another few months it is hoped that 
most of the major jobs for the working party will have been 
completed. 

However, the Cheshire Ring is far from re-opened. Since 
restoration on the Ashton began we have looked anxiously at 
the situation on the l mile link through Manchester via the 
Rochdale Canal. As you will n.. doubt be informed elsewhere in 
'Navvies4  a decision was finally taken last week and restor-
ation of the canal will begin shortly. From information 
available it would appear that volunteers from the PFCS will 
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Stratford 

Checkout 

Reauing in L. . waterway press of the tremendous problems that 
are encountered by the average boat in getting down the 
Southern Stratford Canal beyond Wootton Wawen, I decided 
recently to test this out and took a large Woolwich 
unconverted narrow boat down the canal. 

Despite great expressions of dismay from everyone Wootton 
Wawen was reached with no problems (other than from one pound 
where the water was down). Beyond tie odd lock, we did have 
a few difficulties the pound betwe n that lock and the top of 
Wilmcote - but not much worse than the average cruiseway 
and pumping the bilges to raise the boat up a few inches 'ram 
its normal draft of 3'3" enabled us to navigate the rest of 
the pound to Wilmcote Top Lock - here we found that a board on 
the weir had been lifted, which accounted for the missing 
water. 

Wilmcote Locks all worked well - no problems at all until we 
reached the notorious Lock 44, which we used with great care, 
knowing that"Chiswick"had never been there in all its 30 odd 
years of life. A few turns on the bracing chains, and we were 
thrt.gi. The rest of the flight and into Stratford was very 
easy indeed - only marred by the odd paddle rack that had run 
completely out of 	start when dropped. 

Despite the relative ease with which this large boat made the 
journey, we did see smaller craft, flushing themselves in and 
out of locks and generally throwing water away - which must 
account for the main water problems encountered by others. 

In conclusion, a fair number of paddles need to be refitted, 
several gates and rills need attention and the pound between 
the Odd Lock and Wilcote Top needs piling, to enable the water 
level to be raised without leakage - apart from this, I really 

cannot seewhat all the fuss is about. 
GKP 
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HARECASTIE 
has fallen in again. It is rumoured that one or two boats 
managed to get through after it was opened the first time, 
it would have been better, however, if the remains of the 
first fall had been removed from the canal bed first. 
THE WEIR 
at Weir Brake on the Upper Avon is now being built - it 
appears to have no visible means of financial support. 
MANY THANKS 
to those of you who were so kind as to add an extra donation 
to your "Navvies" sub. this last month. It has helped 
greatly with the magazine's finances. 
AFTER 
Droitwich Dig the WRG press will be moving to new & improved 
premises in West London. 	Due to the volume of waterway 
work scheduled for the machine, we have a great need for 
trainee printers. Offers of help,please, to Mike Day 
(address page 3). 
NOVEMBER 
issue of 'Waterways World' will contain an article by Crick 
Grundy on the problems of maintaining the Southern Stratford 
Canal 
INTERESTED 
in taking on the job of Midland IWA Working Party Organiser? 
Why not confuse the Secretary by offering. 
RUMOUR 
has it that a certain canal in the South of England will have 
about half its length acquired by a county council, with the 
promise of the rest being acquired early in 1974. 
PRESS DATE 
for the next edition of Navvies (No.46) will be 25th November. 
THANKS 
to Geoff Christie and Harvey Cooke for financial assistance in 
purchasing a replacement pickup and another 12 seat minibus. 
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droitwich! 
The Droitwich Canals - the Barge Canal running from the 
town to the River Severn, and the Junction Canal running 
from the Worcester & Birmingham Canal to the town - have 
been derelict for over 40 years, and were abandoned in 1939. 

The Droitwich Canals Trust has been formed with the int-
ention of reopening both canals to form a 22 mile cruising 
ring with the Worcester & Birmingham Canal and the River 
Severn. The local council has been very cooperative and 
have spent some quite considerable sums on ensuring that 
no further obstacles are put in the way of the restoration. 
These works include a new road bridge, paying the difference 
in coat between a 3ft. diameter and 16ft. diameter culvert 
under a lowered railway bridge, and dredging to original 
depth nearly 1 miles of the Canal. 

The Trust has been set up at the instigation of the Midlands 
Branch of the I.W.A., some of whose members have been 
actively campaigning for restoration for very nearly twenty 
years, with the more recent support of the Worcester-
Birmingham Canal Society. Droitwich Borough Council and 
Worcestershire County Council have both given financial 
assistance with the legal costs of the Trust, and both 
have the opportunity, along with other local Authorities, 
of being represented on the Trust's Council. It is pleasing 
to see that most of these options are being taken up. 

The plan of campaign is to lease the Canal lands from the 
present owners, the Borough Council, to whom they were 
comveyed by the Abandonment Act. This will be at a 
nominal rental, and will mean, incidentally, that the 
Trust will be landlords of a handful of people who live 
in, or farm, Canal property. We are therefore assured of 
a steady inoome! (Not a great amount) 

The initial efforts will be aimed at restoring the Barge 
Canal, to get get boats into Droitwich from the River 
Severn, and then to tackle the Junction Canal, which is 
a little more difficult as the result of some of courses 
having been sold off. The two Wan obstacles to the 
restoration are the M5 and the Worcester-Kidderminster 
road (the A449), both of which have been embanked across 
the Canals. The M5 has, fortuitously, a 7ft.lin. wide 
culvert through it carrying a stream, and with a judicious 
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selection of water level, there is headroom of about 8ft. 
In the case of the A449, the easiest solution is to lock 
down into the River Salwarpe, and use its course instead 
of the last quarter mile of the Canal. 

The initial working party - October 27th and 28th - will 
have many side effects other than the work actually done 
on the Canals. It is part of a carefully planned 
publicity campaign, which includes a public meeting, to 
inaugurate the Trust and make it known to the residents 
and industrialists of the area, for it is here that we 
hope to raise the cash for restoration. We hope that a 
very well known and senior politician will declare the 
Working Party open by moving the first shovelful. 

The actual work to be carried out is the clearance of the 
lock chambers and channel over a distance of about half a 
mile along the Ladywood flight of locks. A fair amount 
of mechanical plant will be in use, but as always, a lot 
of manual effort will be required to move spoil into the 
reach of the heavy plant, and to clear lock chambers. 
We hope that the use of pumps for the whole of the previous 
week will get the mud to the right consistancy for easy 
shovelling, although in general, there isn't too much 
water in the Canal at this point. 

Please give us your support again - large numbers will 
impress the locals far more than any of our propoganda, 
and of course, all the usual facilities will be provided! 

( 
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be asked to dig out all 9 wide locks on the length through 
the city centre. Those of you who know this canal will 
realise the immensity of the task - and it must be completed 
before April next year if the Cheshire Ring is to be a 
reality (consider the problems involved in clearing the 
wide lock underneath Rodwell Tower office block - normally 
in total darkness with no road access of any type.) This 
will need a consistant supply of navvies working in top 
gear for long periods - again we ne ed your help! It looks 
as though it will be a long cold winter. 

D.L. Brown 

PRINTED T-SHIRTS "Go to work on a canal" (1) 
"I'm a dirty weekender (2) 
"Give me a hand" 	(3) 

Sizes (1) S.M.L (2) & (3) M.L   70p +(10p p&p) 

LAPEL BADGES 	"Go to ork on a canal" 
"Use your canals" 

New designs ... 	OoG• 	 SOO. .Osq   5p + SAE 

BLUE BALLPOINT PENS PRINTED Peak Forest Canal Society Ltd 
7 different colour barrels 	••.• 	 5p + SAE 

PRINTS of Rochdale Canal Co, notices 
Set of three ...   50p inc P & P 

LEEDS & LIVERPOOL CANAL CRAFT by G.Wheat 	 50p + 5p PEL P 

PRINTS from the above book ( B & W postcard size) 
Set of five ...   20p + 3p P& P 

PORTRAIT OF THE GRAND CANAL of Ireland. 
by Gerard D'Arcy 	 f.fe .Ow. 	 21 00+10p P& P 

From Peak Forest Canal Society Ltd. Sales Dept,4 Bridgelea Rd, 
Withington, Manchester M20 9FB 
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LETTER 
Sir, 	 IWA General Office 
Odd, isn't it? You spend your time at all hours writing, 
telephoning, chatting, pressurising about the waterways; 
think it better to concentrate on that rather than 
spend the greater part of one's time on writing magazine 
articles; naive enough to thank that if people consider 
I.W.A. isn't doing what they want they might think of 
asking us before rushing into print implying we're sitting 
on our backsides twiddling our thumbs. 

In fact, the author of "Draglines" ("Navvies"43 piece 

about water shortages) would have been told, if he had 
asked, that (a) we have told BWB that bank protection is 
more important than dredging; (b) have asked which side 
ponds they intend repairing (they said "some" would be 
put back into use this year; they all ought to be) ; (c) 
how much reservoir dredging they have planned since the 
water shortage crisis arose last Autumn; (d) ditto pumping 
back systems; (AO told them about badly leaking lock gates 
causing water loss; (f) asked how much of the Rim. extra 
Government grant this year is being allocated to general 
water shortage problems (above not necessarily in order of 
importance but busy trying to limit the proposed increase 
in costs of loading barges in Hull Docks, get the "Daily 
Express" to do an article on the lime juice boats and the 
"Sun" on the Upper Avon). 

John Dodwell 
.General Secretary 

Communications with those you expect to support you is 
just as important as "confidential negotiations". 

Editor 
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Section. Scheme •••• 

" Work will be commenced at Lock 49 at 
Northchurch and proceed Northwards to 
Lock 24 at Soulbury. Included in this 
length of canal are 34 Locks, 25 
Bridges, together with 4 important 
reservoirs, namely, Tringford, Marsworth, 
Startopsend and Wilstone. " 

" The works involved are 
26,000 piles to be drive a, walled, 
anchored back, covering a length of 
9,000 metres. 
5,000 metres of collapsed stone waterway 
walling to be rebuilt. 
$50 square metres of bridge and lock 
brickwork to be rebuilt. 
3 lock chambers and 2 bridge arches 
to be repaired with "gunite" finish. 
4 new pairs of lock gates to be built 
and installed. 
1,000 metres square of lock and bridge 
brickwork to be re-pointed. 
16,000 metres of hedge to be layed 
and cut. 
10,000 metres of growth overhanging 
the canal to be cut and cleared. 
80,000 square metres of scrub on canal 
banks and reservoirs to be cleared. 
Dredging will be carried out in the 
channel where necessary. " (sic(k?...Ed)) 

16 

TriD.g S ection ScheD1.e .... 

" Work will be commenced at Lock 49 at 
Northchurch and proceed Northwards to 
Lock 24 at Soulbury. Included in this 
length of canal are 34 Locks, 25 
Bridges, toge ther with 4 important 
reservoirs, namely, Trlngford , Marsworth, 
Startopsend and Wilstone . " 

11 The works involved are :-
26,000 pi l es to be driven, walled, 
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Tiring Comment 

In vies of the present economic situation both as it affects the country generally 
and also the financial state of the canal system administered by the Board it is 
difficult to reconcile the expenditure of £200,000 on one scheme which is not an 
emergency. 

If the Board wishes to prepare a perfect length of canal it is surely not necessary 
to close such a long length, as the desired effect could just as easily be shown 
over say a three mile length. It would also seem that the logical place to expend 
money on such a scheme would be on a summit level which would also increase water 
capacity. 

However if the scheme goes ahead as planned the following questions need satisfactory 
answering if canal users are to be safeguarded and the work be cost effective. 

LABOUR 	Are the Boards own labour to do this work? If so will normal maintenance 
work suffer? It makes it pointless if one section is made perfect whilst 
two or three others get worse, and what level of maintenance will the 
section receive upon completion of the scheme? 

PILING 	Is the steel piling to be painted first? Evidence shows they have a longer 
life when so treated. Stone walls only necessitate the lowering of levels 
on the particular section being worked on. 

GUNITE 	A scheme of this magnitude would seem to warrant a more permenant repair 
than gunite which gets damaged both by water from behind and boats. 

GATES 	The four pairs of gates referred to should be the annual replacement and 
not part improvement. New gates must be fitted with gate paddles and on 
past experience no doubt the new hydraulic paddles will be fitted on 
bottom gates The arguments against gate paddles are coat of installation 
but balanced against installing hydraulic gear is not so. If an improve-
ment, why do locks take longer to fill? and no provision is made for 
rapidly dropping paddles on hydraulic gear in an emergency - also spindles 
are of different size. 

SCRUB Etc If the reservoirs are nature reserves, why clear all this amount of scrub 
and trees. It must be remembered that the reservoirs are primarily for the 
supply of water to the canal and reservoir deepening and cleaning out must 
come before birds etc. 

DREDGING Which is not quantified in the scheme should be to original depth above 
and below locks and to a stated depth through the rest of the section. Bad 
places which need attention are Bridges 115 to Grove Lock; Leighton Bridge 
Turn. the 'S' bends south of Bridge 109: From Bridge 126 to below Lock 37; 
Bridge 134 Tring Cutting: Inside turn immediately before Bridge 118:Bridge 
123 and Northchurch Pound. 

TOWPATH According to the scheme this will be regraded and surfaced, the surface 
material is not specified but Tarmac is not welcome as it is unsightly and 
will also attract motorbikes etc. 

Much concern is expressed by users about bollards - summed up there should be two 
bollards on each side above and below locks. The large bollards on the lockside 
should be left and replaced where needed with the same type, a lighter one would 
pull out. 
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if the scheme is to be more than just a dressing, the weirs should be adjusted to 
'un water off the summit without going to waste. Side weirs should be 3" above lock 
spillways which should run via the side ponds if possible or around the locks 
s'atherthan tnrough paddle holes or over bottom gates. At present water is run from 
4arsworth towards Leighton but goes to waste mover weir between locks 34-35. 

'minting should be carried out in the traditional style, black and white to lock 
ates, swing bridges, but not brick bridges. A white line around edge of lock would 
e useful. 

4ow that the stoppage programme has been published showing a 20 week total stoppage 
luring winter 73-74 it is very difficult to reconcile this length of stoppage with 
the work being done. No stoppage is needed for scrub clearance or towpath surfacing, 
Meet piling or dredging, in fact the water level will need to be kept up the more 
slant and material about. Stoppages are necessary for new gates and lock repairs in 
some cases, but usually single line traffic can be operated through bridges whilst 
scaffolding is up. Ten days stopped with eight days open would be an acceptable 
'ime to allow commerci:s1 traffic, hotel craft, hire craft and also private craft 
seeding to go to dock or repairs etc. as well as the considerable amount of private 
-ruining now done in the winter. The canal could be closed from dusk to dawn during 
the clear periods if necessary. The stoppages as listed rule out any working of 
mats i.e.retail coal trade and there is no alternative route to London as Bell 
Yeti' is being rebuilt on the Thames. 

lihough the Milton Keynes stoppage list has not yet been published it must be hoped 
hat the stoppages are not allowed to overlap the opening periods of the Tring 

iection. As the Board charge contractors for crossing the canal when they lose 
nothing, surely Hire Boat Operators and Commercial Traders should have redress 
against the Board when a canal is closed for almost half the year. Private owners 
mooring in the area should have a claim against the Board for licence and mooring 
fee rebates. 

inally we would refer the Board to the Annual Report 1972 which stated in Para.108 
the fact remains however, that the needs of the system outweigh the resources 

available" and in Para.123 stating that only 9.01 miles of piling was completed on 
ihe whole system "because of the additional effort on other forms of maintenance the 
mileage completed had to be confined to lengths where there was a risk to policy". 

in view of these statements the question must be asked - Why this length? 
D. 

	

WRG Work Camp ...continued 	 H. Ni 11 & Warren 
 

parts. One third going equally to the WRG, The Upper Avon Scheme as they have hardly 
any money left to finish with; and finally £4.70p to the National Trust to help 
their finances. 

The accommodation and eating was as usual at Lowsonford Village Hall, the food 
being of trad. working party quality (V.Good) all congratulations to the various 
cooks and masqueraders. The local tavern prospered over the month as each night and 
lunch-time, a delegation was sent out to make sure that the pub was always offering 

decent cooled booze. 

the second WRG work camp was another astounding success with numbers ranging from 
37 at its peak to 8 in the last week. The success was aided by good weather (like 
last years camp) and a very friendly crowd of people, and if you, YES YOU: didn't 
-ome, I trust I snail see you at the next camp... why suffer from Spanish Tummy, 
Flies and Vast Expense when you can come to the WRG work camp for only 50p per day. 
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I r the 8Che_ 18 to be lIore than JU8t a dressing , the .... elrs s hOUld be adjusted to 
un .. ater off the 5u_It ...-tthout Itolnt,: to ...-altc. Side "'elrs shou ld he 3" above lock 

·p tll .... ays ...-hlch should run vh tne side pond s if possible Or around the l ocks 
rathertnan tnrough paddle holes or over bottOfll gRtCS . At present ",ater 18 run rrDIII 
~ar8 .... orth towards LClghtOn but gocs to waste we r "ell' betllieen l ocks 3<1-35. 

'a lnling should be carried out In the tradit iona l style, blac k and white to l ock 
liteS , 5wlnll brtd~ s, but not brick bridges. A ...-hlte line a r ound edge of lock ...-ould 
e useful. 

tOW t ha t t he stopplIge programme hlls been publtshed shO'<o'lng 11 20 week tot a l stoppage 
luring "'-' Inter 73-74 :It I s very d l fficult t o rec onci l e l hi& length of stoppage with 
t he "'ork being done. No s toppage IS needed for scrub clearance o r towpath surfac ing, 
J heet piltng Or dredging, In fact the water leve l will need to be kept up the .. ore 
;) !ant and IIIIIte r ial about. Stoppages arc neccssory (or new gates and l oc k n:lpalrs In 
;0_ case s , but usually s ingle line traffic ca n be operated through brldgea whilst 
"carroldlng Is up. Ten daya stOpped ... Ith eight days open ",ou l d be an acceptable 

lme t o 1111000' conne r ("bd t raffi c , hotel c r llrt , hll e c raft and also private c raft 
"M't'ding to go to dock or repairs etc. as well IIll t he conlliderable alllount of private 
rulsing now done In tlMl wi nter. The cana l could be c losed frOd dusk to ds ... n during 

t he c lear periods if neee!las ry. The s toppages as IIBted rule out any working of 
,oats t.t' . retl\tl coa l trade and there Is DO alte rnative route to LOndon as Be l l 
Vt'l r is being rebUilt on the Thames. 

It hough t he Milton Keyncs stoppllge list !tas not yet been published It ",ust be hOped 
hat the !'Iloppages are not a llowed to overlap the opening pe r iods of the Trlng 

'rC llon. As the Boa r d chllrge contractors for crOllalng the ca na l when they l ose 
lothlng , sure l y Hire Boot Operll t ors and C_rclal Tr aders s ho u ld have redress 
'I:al nst the Doord whe n R cll na l ia c l osed fOr a 111108t half the yea r . Pr lv!!te owne r s 
,.ooring in the a r ea shou ld have a c l aim a!:lIlns t t he Board fo r licence a nd mooring 
fee rebates. 

' ina lly '/1'0 ",ould n:lfe r the Boorti to the Allnual Repor t 1972 ... hich lltaled In Para. 108 
the fact rcanlnl; h(1P;evcr, tha t the needs of t he sys te .. out .... elgh the reaourcea 

IVn tlnb le" IIIK! in Pn r a.123 stating that only 9 . 01 ",I lea or piling was cOlllp l t'ted on 
I h<.) ",'hO l e systelrl "beca use of the additional effort on othe r forllls of lIIai ntenance the 
, Ileagc c ","ple t ed had to be oonfined to l engths ... here there was a r isk to pollc)· ... 

In v le ... of the"e statelllCnts the queU Ion .ust be asked - Why this length? 

W. R.G Work Camp •• • continued 
N.Hlll" D. Warren 

pllrU. Onc t hird going equa lly to the WRG, The Upper Avon Scheme as they 
a ny lOoney le ft to fin i sh ... Ith; and rina lly £4.70p to the liatlona l Trust 
their finance s. 

have hard Iy 
to he Ip 

rl>c accommodation and eating waa as us ua.l at LOIIis onford Vi llage Hall , the food 
be i ng o f t r l1d. working pa r ty q uality (V.Good) 1111 congratu l ation!! to the variOUS 
c ooks a nd masqueraders. The loca l tave rn prospered over the month as e nch night and 
lunch-t i me , 11 de l egation ... 8S se n t ou t to [lake s ure that tne pub "'IIS always o f fe r ing 
decent COOled bQO"l;e. 

rhe second WRC work ca.p was another ast ollnding success ... tth nUlllbers r _nginl!: frOll 
'! 7 _t its peak to 8 In the last week. The s uccess ... as aided by good _o t he r (l ike 
IlIat years camp) a nd a very rriend l y cro...d or people , a.nd H you , YES YOO: did n ' t 
ome , I trust T IInal l lice you at the next call1p ... why sucrer frOlll Spanish TUI!lIIIY , 

" lies and vas t Expenlle when you Clln COlD<! to the lIRe; work camp tor on ly SOp per dRy. 
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reprinted from 
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ulo ul NASA' 	 headLeh.t, ,t Lit, end uL 	 la sulvin, 	prviJlem ul 

how to transport larger and larger pieces of hardware from manufacture, 	wound the 

country to the launch area at Cape Kennedy. Too heavy to he airfreightc.i, too big to go 

by r 	1 or rail,some of the space vehicles eventually arrived by the oldest transport- 

ation system of all - by water: they came on the wide,deep and commodious inland water 
ways of America, which now has more than 25,000 miles of navigable canals and is 

exploiting them as never before. 

Using modern barges,of ten in a flotilla of many individual units and fast developing 
the network by canalising rivers and improving existing channels the US is today 
carrying over 500 million short tonnes of its goods and produce on the Federal and 

New York State canal networks. But though that represents a 25% increase in total 

weight over the figure for 1960, the proportion of freight taken by water has remained 

fairly constant over the years at about 14%. At a time when the developed countries' 

transport mix is so closely  under scrultiny for environmental and resource reasons, it 
is vital to ask whether the canals could take significantly more than this share of the 
burden,and - if they could - whether they would lw materially easing our problems. 

If energy efficiency alone wore the criterion and current trends in transport growth 

and availability/price of diesel and low grade motor spirit were to be continued,the 
canals of the world would receive high marks. Eric ilurst's studv,dune for the Oak Ridge 

National Laboratory a little over n year ago, threw up the following comparisons for 
modes of inter-city freight transportation. 

t tinny -m le/gal 	 fit u/tonne-mi le 
Pipelines 	 34.5z 	 450 
Waterways 	 250 	 540 
Rai lroads 	 200 	 680 
Roads 	 5b 	 2340 
Airways 	 3.7 	 37000 

Pipeline transportation already accounts for more than a quarter of the total freight 

"traffic" in the US measured in tons carried:it nas its obvious attractions as well as 
limitntiuna,and it is one of the transportation systems likely to benefit massively 
from multi-national operations in Europe. 

Measured in tonne miles,nowever pipelines in America transport only 17%:similarly wars 

canals,the net tonnage proportion of 14: is reduced to barely 9. Fly contrast trucking 
tornage accounts for a ,urprislngly meagre 10% - hul generates ".1 tonne-mileage 
figure of 12-51. It would seem tier heavy goods vehicles are generally transporting 
fewer loads longer distances-by a factor of up to 3•5. The conclusion is borne out by 
British experience: the tonnage carried by water is esartly twice by nroportion, the 
route-mileage,  share. Apart from this statistic,audly, the figures defy unravelment: 
theti.o.E and I he B.W.Cc tabulate on different bases in any ease, but even on convers -
ion produce irreconcilable dais; PEP in London and the Etirupuan Commission in Brussels 
respectively treble and double inland freight nercent.iges for waterway. Allowing for 

the discrepancies, though it is clear that the movement of goods by canal is a much 
more deliberate and purposeful affair than by road. The use of cant miner does not seem 
to to.ve brought about any increase it overall system efficiency: indeed, it may be 
concealing a worsening situation. Unplanned, haphazard load movement is difficult to 
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of tomorrow. 
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reprinted from 
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Uti" u{ SAS" ' 11 1)\":1:""1 Iw,,,llIdl< 11 nl tIll" "nd of ttl<' IObO' " "'",. In svlv!ni\ t h(' I"'ubk", of 
htH tU l r nnllpol' t i " r l:;{'r lint! In 1-" .. -,- "It-' (!~ of hllntl.nr., fl'OI!1 .. an"fll< I'''' ' ''''' ","uund t ll,· 
coun lry tu till' i (l.un<h R ... ·O III CIt .... K"n nt·d)'. TOO Iwall)' tU hc' n.lrfr<'Iw:h111I,tOO bl l; tu ItU 
by ruall UI" ntl," .... • of th(' SpIII<'- yt'hlc l cs ev('nt""t l ), nrri"O'd by the uld .... "t trllnSpul'l
.llon .)'~tt·. v( all _ bl" "'lIt(,-l": lMy CIl .... on the _IIII , dcep and (..,..",110 .. 11 In l llnd .atl'" 
"l\)I1i uf A..-rh:!, .111,11 nOOl "nil .0 ... • than 2~ . OOO .t t('s ot nllviJ:sbl(' l-."a \& and I .. 
explultln" t l>o:" .... never IK'fg,'f'. 

Ulllnll: .ollc-rn barc-:'s,oftcn In R fl<xl!la of .any IndlvldulIl Llnil s and hill d"""loplnl: 
the ncu,urk bv ."nallsing rl.,{,rll and t.proYlnjt exIStl,,!! t hanl"ll' I _ the' I'S 111 today 
ca .. .. y in l! \;IV!'" SUO 1111 \ lion IIho't tonn!''' of I t ll gOOdIl and p r ud\ke on the "Cdl:r ll l !lOO 
Ne .... yo .. k SUit" ('lInal nct"'O,k .. , nut thOURh th"t "cprcaelltll n 2$,\ Incr~lIsf' I n tota l 
"" el!tht I)yf'r t he flgu ... • ro .. I9(;U, ttM' prOpurtion of (rf'ight takcn by "'ater h.s r e..alnrd 
ra l .. l y conJli unt Ov{'r t he> ye" .. 1I Rt IIbOut 14'f;. At • thtle ",hen the deve lopcd countries' 
trRnlpOrt IIIh. III 110 C 10IIf' I ) untll'r .crultlny for envlromoent. 1 and rellour.,(' rellsons, I t 
11 yital to •• k .. ho; thc r tt\(> ... lIna l ll ... ·ou ld tllke s i Knittcaru Iy .or e thlln thlll snare of the 
bu .. de n , lInd _ H the)' cou l d - "''''''tht'r ttwy ... ould b<> _ t<'rhlt)' ea.ing uur prob le ..... 

I t encrlO' e rrl ... leocy alone were t he ('rlterlon and currl"nt I ... :ndll In tran.port Kr ""'th 
and aVa ll llbtlit ),/price or d l e.el 1100 10. !;rade lIIotor .1,lr1l "'(' re t o Ill! contlnued , the 
c.nll l ll of the .. 'orld "'ou1d ~cehe htKh .. r kll. Eric HUrllt'. IItooy , done for t he OIlk RidKC 
Na t ionll l ~bOrlHory a little ay"r 11 y"ar ago, t hre .... up the (ollo.lng cOIIIp.ruons for 
.. ode. of Inter -c Hy freight Ir.nllparUllon. 

Pipe I tile . 
•• t e r .. ·.y. 
Rallra.d . 
Ra.d. 

tonne-lilt le/g. I 
lOO 
250 
200 ,. 

Otujtonn2-1II11e 
<>0 
5,\0 

680 
2340 

Pl pellnc t .. llnllpOrtation ah'cady account. for ItO r e t Mn 11 qUll rtcr ot tht' t otal freight 
"trllfflo,:" In thl.' US _'IIIII ,'od In ton. "," r r led: lt nn ll lu "lIyloua ntU'II<, tlonlJ ns .... 11 :1. 
1 1",ltllti u n. , .nd It III onc of tOO trnn.ponatloll sys t e .. " ll k" l y to b<'nefit "1I11.tve l y 
f r _ .,u lti ·na tluna l opera t lonll In Europe. 

Mea.ured In tonne . ilcs , no.eYi:'r ptpo'lllI<'a In A_rl"a trlltlllport on l y 17~.:" hlllllrly "'l t b 
e.n. I . ,the net tonna&<, proportion of 11 . I. r .. dured to !)IIroly r. . R)' cont r llltt trocking 
tonnal;" ,It,·o,,nt. ror a, urprlslngly .... '\Jr .. 10\ t ,u t ... ..,nerlte'l ao l OOlnc-. ll .. "i:<' 
ri KUr(' of "2-~-. It 'Ioould .C'CIII th t heavy goods whl .. l .... rp ~nt"ls lly tr .. n·.portlng 
fe"er 10 ... t .. lonkt'r d,s t ll n.:ell-by' h("tor of up t o 3'5, The <00< IU. l on Is bO .. ne !lut b )' 
Brlthh expert ......... : the." tonnllK<! "lI rri('d b~ "'au'" t 'l ... ".· tl )' t .. lo;c by Ilropor lion, I he' 
r out <!-.t l l"1'I/'" .. ha ..... Apa .. t rr_ 1hl lt .'It.tl"IIt . , ,,d.l', th. ' fll,;ur<:' " cI ... · ry ullra ye\.cnt : 
t heO.o.t: ~ nd lhe n.II'.r, lRbu' a le on dIrfcrcnt bll"" s In Dny .... Rl·, but even on "Onve " 1; -
Ion 1l"O(in,e II'r<'conc llnbl<' dnt'\: f't: P In Londun ami 11>., .:\II·O))('lI n ('omm i ll. lon in I1rUlISe l !l 
rC sPll ... · llye ly trehle anll double 1"l l. "d rrl'l ~ht 1Je 1·'· ... I\\III: ... b for "'lIte '·~lIy. Allowlnl( f Ol' 
t he dl "" "(' IHln" le ll , thoul:h it ill ( IN'" thut thl' ",OV{III..,l! or ltu(~ls by ca nBI \ ., B .uc h 
11101'''' dellb<'rDtC nOO pUI·po" .. r ul IIr rllt r than by I·cx>d. 'rhe llH.' of con t .III(>r 00..·. nOI :,ce. 
11) hLye b,'oultht about a n)' I nc rlla lle l r ovcrall "yOltC. ('rrh 1(' 1'1('), ; Indet'd . it .ay be 
eoncclIlInlt 11 worlJenlng s itwul!,) n . lnplCnned, IlaV1la7.rd I o:.d .ov~· .. nt I II dlrrt~ ult to 

.9 



FRE IGHTWAYS OF TOMORRCAV...Continued. 

detect and plot on a national scale, though it is obviously easier when open trucks 
present themselves for visual inspection. 

My own reseerch,conducted on the Al five miles from the centre of eondon,indicates a 
fairly constant standard for opeo eummerc sal vehicles - 3 in 3 travelling only 
partially loaded; 1 in 5 travelling empty; and 1 in 11 passing HCW's carrying similar: 
loads in opposite directions (the !price admittedly, of a free enterprise system as 
pra.Aised on the roads). iteighbridg,e return from the cross-Channel ports show far 
more container trucks loaded below capacity than the overloaded ones which nre right]. 
being pulled off the road. The road-haulage flgurco ehow, in fact, that the vast 
majority of freight carried by road in Britain consists of loads of between 3 rail 5 
tonnes taken fewer than 25 miles. Even for loads over 8 tonnes, the largest proportioi 
is being trucked in this distance band - irvariahlv in areas. where there is a canal 
or it decelopable waterway veracity (and inward bound goods almost precisely equal 
thtv;e outward hound in all the economic planning regions). The question must therefore 
be whether a more rational general transport policy could he devised for the carriage 
of ;fund;  in Britain and if so,whether the venal; could play a serious rote within the 

A major change of attitule on the part of central government will be the first 
essential. It has promised a policy guideline un Transport for the autumn of this 
year: while One would not want to pre-empt such a velcOme if lint' development by 
anticipatory r . riticism, the guvcrnment is unlikely to attach much if any importance 
te waterways as part 0+ Britain:; traespo:lation retwOrk. It has repeatedly 
dual' re+lueSts for aid to the 10:., insisting that proof of economic viability "in the 
form o' euerautees" must be furnished before it can put tee the money trr..ards the 
cost of expanding and rehebiIitating the ennsls. This is, of course, an illogical 
clemand 	one who provides a service (and motorways are as good an example as any) 
can GUARANTEE that the service will be used and the yardsticks used to measure the 
"viability" in transport are demonstrably warped by the many pressures of special 
interest. It is not as though there was a shortage of waterway costings available to 
the government: it has for instance, declared itself "unable" to approve the BWB's 
proposal for improvement of the Sheffield & South Yorkshire Canal on the grounds of 
cost-effectiveness but a shrewd and quickly exploited Study of costs not many miles 
away shows how wrong the D of E could be. 

At Kottingley in Yorkshire a barge-tanker Operating company John Harker has been 
carrying 500 tonnes of oil from Dun to feeds in single trips, using a crew of three: 
and taking 16 hours over the journey. if the same number of men were to drive a 
series of 20 tonne road tankers, it would take 50 hours of continuous haulage to mu 
Name quantity. Esse which tried the canal scheme here, finally adopted it and report 
ed a one-third cut in transport caste. Kenneth Gilbert project director fur the Port 
of Toronto, has put the comparative extravagance of other forms of freight with cans 
shipment even more dramatically than Hurst: with bulk cargoes such as ores more than 
100 tonne-mile per gallon of fuel have been obtained from vessels in the authorities 
operating area. Only the Rhine in Europe, could offer figures as guud as these ones 
from the St.lAwrence Seaway, but at least they show a performance of 250 tonne/mile-
gal. to be a realistic' base. 

What BWB must clo,as British Rail has had to do,is to assail the government with more 
than pleas for survival. It must hammer home the comparative surface-transport cost 
for competing modes. The shef f 'eta & South Yorks proposal called for a total of 
£2Amillion to be spent on a stretch of water 35 miles in length, expanding and 
reconstructing it to take vessel systems of up to 750 tonnes: spent on highway 
building, the same sum would barely buy a mile and a half of open motorway and would. 
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det"t·t ami ,. Io;.t un a nl\tlom!\ ,."11],,, thoul:h It I,; obvious l y easl(',· .. hen op<'n tru.,ks 
pn,sen t tbl'm!' ... lve" for vlllua l inll J1'C, tlon . 

!!Iy O"'n r""e ..... ·h,,,onduc t cd on the AI flyc .11('s fr"," tllo' cent re of l.ondon,lndl(;a tcs n 

rnlr l}' COnstant .. tandard for Ope" '·u."ner" la] Yl'h l e les - I I n J trayel]in): oll i y 
pIII·tll\l l y lu,,,h ,(I; I In :; t ,':"""11 In" "mpty: ,.nd 1 In I~ 1)I'~~ln!,: llIW ' ~ ",,, ... yl'l~ ~Iml l ar 

10:Hls In 0PI",)ijltc dl,· ... c!ion!' (th ... ]l I'l l 'e ,ul .. l l ll·'!!y , of a frl'e "nl""I"" I ",, ")'St ... ,,, as 
pr:lo," tl"ed .on tlK" I'OII.h) lIllji:hh"jd\;c n·tu,"n I ...... tlK' ("ro,;,,-<: hann."1 I,orts .; hoo far 
.. on' I'<>nlaln.:r t .... !I'k .. l09de(! bo·looo. "" I),'wlty th •• n the nycrlooded 011<'8 .. hiLh l\,'C rll:,ht I ) 

b<'lnl! pullcd orf the r<.>:.d, Th., r«.d-haul,,!':." flgu ... '", <; ho\l' , In fnLt , that th" V:lSt 
noajO ,'l l y ne fl'l'l!':ht ,"no· ,'led by I'ood In Brlttlln "onsl "t'" of l uad!\! uf l",t~{!en;1 f nt! 5 
101111<' " tl\ken I' '''':", r Ih~ n 25 ",Ill-A. ~;vcn for lood " Over ~ tonnes, the 11\1'):",st 1))'OP,o,.tlo, 
Is u.,lng u·..,·ked In thl ll dls:a",",· band - IrY'"'hbll' In l\r(,nf; ·.hc'· ... the'r,' hi" .. an:.1 
u,· 11 de~l'lop"ble """ ler"'''), ,-ap'" I I V ( ;1",,1 In",,, .. d LO"n" gQod~ al .. oe;t pn· .. lscl)' ~'(IUal 

thu (' out ""1"<1 hO"'!d In 1111 the' f't"onOlnlc p l ;l"nln!,: " CI1;I"n& ), TIl<' qw·stl oo ."s t the .. , fo,·,., 
bt." ",h,-thc,· 11 mOre ,.a,\"nal &<'''''1':11 t ,""n8pO,.t j;ulil")' "ou)d be dc;y!s..cl fOl" tin:. ('r"TI[I.~e 

of uud .• In O,.lta l n ami II' sO, .. h"th{!)" Ihi' "'''H'' coul '" pIa), a tic,"lcu~ n>\" .. Ithln ,he 
wlky. 

A ~"aJu, ch:ln.,...., ut attltllh· un thr ,,:,'"\ of ,elll .. "l l;oY("·n .... nr ,,111 1Jr the fir.6t 
ellse ntial " It has I'rOl!li!oed a poll<,! j:ulde I in," un Trlln"po,'t lor tll': " utulln of this 
lC",., "'hi le OtH] .. ou l d nOI ""Ilt to I)",·-,,"pt ~uch" ,,,kUlrIC if la " dcv<.! IOpnent by 
"nt"'lpa to,.y ","It ie!s., th,' ~vv'""n",,'lIt i s ""lIk"ly 10 tlttq"h .. uc h If "nv lo,pu,'t~r.c<, 

tu """'t(' r "'lIys lI .. p.'I ,·t o. Br ltnln,; t .. a"spo: tfl,loll re t ... ork. It hll & r"I"!" t "d l )' u'f)(>d 
<10"'"" .... 'IUI'IH;, for aM to the Il~~ , I n"btln': that p,.'~)r ()f ee onomk yi,'billly "I n the 
for .. 0" 1'1I , .• ·"" t ... e .. " .ust ')I' furnls tl"d hefore It can p.l t U,) tw. ... mc~· t "'~"rds th" 
,'OS t of o:''<: pftndin o: nnd rch~hi t1t "\ t lnlt th" en n,I .,. Thh IS , ",r .. om'M' , ;'n tl l olpea l 
(I ema nd: nO ol,e wh o p .. o"ldes " se .. vl ~e (,.",1 motu!" .... "ys nl'C a" guU(1 nn "xamplc ~~ ;'ny) 
epn GUARA,,"EE ~ hl\ t t he licrv l<:c " Ill be used nnd the \'II,"dStl('k" ulicd t o .... 'nsun· t he 
"Y I ;, 1I111ty" In t .. l\lIsport l' rC dc.onstrl\b l y "Ilrped b~' tht· IIInn" prcSIlUI'CS of Ilpe("I~ 1 
intcres t" It h not l'Ii tbough t hc:.·r(' .. · ... s ". short a!:c of ... ater",,,)" eOH tings ""a l }able to 
ttl<! I/:DYc"nment: it has fo,' Instun.c , dcc l a '"NI Itself "untlble" to nPPI'OVe t he 1l1l'n ' S 
[lI'oposa l fo,· Improvement of thc Sheff ield &. Sou th york"hlre Can:>1 on the g,'ound!! of 
(,OIo t-cffeetlvcooss but I' shrc ... d "nd qukkil' explOited litudy ut L"OStS 1I0t IIIl1 l1y .. 111'11 
""ay Sha..s bvv. " .. ong the 0 of E ('ou ld Ir. 

At Kottlnglry In Yorkshl!"e 11 b:l!"j:l'- t tlniwr OIIC!"atin!,: cOomI,nny J ohn H:>,'kcr 11."\\1 be"n 
carrying 500 tOnlle" of 011 r,.om Hull to I.eedll In s ln lt lc t.-ips , u"ln!,: a (, , 'l'W ot threo 
nnd tllklng IG h ours OVC,' tile jourllC'r. Il" tll<: snme num lX",· or men "'," I"e t o d l'l vc !\ 

s l'r icII of :to tonoo ro,"\(1 tBnkcrs . It ... ou l d tllk" 50 hours of ~'on tln"ous hauh,!:e to .. ~ 
Malii(' quanti t)·. ESSO "'hl'"h trlNI tll" '""1\.'1 1 II('he"", OO''t.', finn lly 1I110.,led it l\nel )"<'por t 
cd I' onc-tbl,-d c ut In t"""sport ,·0"18 , Kcnlk>th Gtlbe .. t pI'ojec:t dl,'t.'.:to,· for the Por t 
Of TOI"onto, Ill'" put thc eOollp.'Irn tlvl" l'x tr"Va)(an~<, of otlle,' fo,'m" o! !I..,ight "ith "a na 
II hlpmcnt cv('n mO r e d l' nmtl tlen \l ), th"" HunH: .. Ith hu l k ('1'1"1,.0<:'; ~u~h lis O"CIi 100,"" thl\ n 
100 tonne-.lIlle I>CI' ga l l e", uf foo'\ h~vo Lec" Obt:1.ln('<I rrDlll vcssclli In too l\utho.-ltl"" 
0IICrl\tlng area. Ct!ly the Rhine In [","ope , ('ouid off .. r fillur"s a" \:0 .... 1 ali thc li(] OneS 
f .·(.III t he St.I..'I" r ellce Sell""y , but at I('IISt th<!y show a p(>rro'· ... n~c of 250 ton»£,l_ile
g:1. l. to I)c l.I r "l\Us t le bnsc. 

Whl\ t Ilwn must dO, as Bri U sh Rl\li hn .. had to dO, ls to nssnt I the ItUlle ,'"....,nt ... It h mOl'e 
t han p lens fo,· s Ul·viya]. It "'Ull t htlm"",)" hO!!lL' the compa ratIve surfn .. ·e-trl\ nS p0l"t cost 
fo .. C'OIIpCtlnl( .. odes" The sh.crf lcld " SOUlh ,"orks propOsn l ta llcd for a to t:t. 1 of 
(2 '4 .. 1 111 011 to be spent on a s t ret<:h of "'at"r :15 .llell In length, expl\ndlng l\nt! 
l'e~Onst,'octlng 1t to take yessel sys te"", Qf up tU 750 ton,I<''' , s pent on hlgh ... ·:ly 
bu ilding , tt..:! Snme SUm .. ould ba,'c Iy buy n 111\ h' nnd I' hn I f of opcn motor"'''Y 1\IId .... ould 
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"If I tell you how It happened, 
promise you won't Isaiah?" 

So you want to run a magazine ? 
Navvies, under its original title of Navvies Notebook, first appeared in 1966. 
This first copy was distributed with "Windlass"(IWA London & Home Counties Branch 
magazine), 1500 copies being duplicated. 

From this 70 subscriptions were received, but as production was too limiting on a 
duplicator, this issue and every subsequent one was litho—printed 

Nowadays, 40 odd issues and seven years later, our print order is 2,500. To cut 
costs we now print this ourselves and, as we have always done, all the collating, 
folding and stapling is carried out by hand. 	Each issue is despatched by post, 
in envelopes addressed by Mr. & Mrs. Bull of Enfield. 	This couple have for several 
years addressed nearly 2,000 envelopes every two months by hand. Recently we have 
invested in an "Addressograph" type machine which does not suffer from writers cramp: 

The statistics of each issue are now these:- 
2,000 subscribers (therefore 2,000 envelopes to be addressed ). 
2,500 copies printed (the odd 500 are invariably sold). 
15,000 sheets of paper, 30,000 impressions on the printing press. 
2,500 collations, 2,500 folds, 2,500 staples. 
2,000 envelopes to be 'stuffed' with "Navvies", 2,000 flaps to be sealed down. 
£60 worth of stamps to be stuck on. 
Each issue takes 40 editorial and typing hours, 12 printing hours, 30 collating 
hours - all done by voluntary Labour! 	 Mike Day 

Tomorrows freightways. . . .dd 
not cover the costs of half a mile of elevated urban freeway. Not only would 
operating costs be cut by 25 to 30% (on traffic estimated by independant consultants 
to rise from 500,000 tonnes to 2 million tonnes a year if the scheme went through) 
but the quantifiable environmental relief given to this part of South Yorkshire 
would be enormous. Most of the projected total traffic increase would come about in 
any case, much of it generated by British Steel's planned £23 million plant near 
Rotherham. If this were to go on the roads, the region would need not just one 
M62, but two - with double the hidden subsidies that presently close the gap between 
what road users pay and the cost. 

To he continued Navvies 46 

FC1R SALE 
Tee Shirts 

White with black lettering 	'I dig canals' 
Black with silver lettering 'I iig canals' 

Size: lf.Ne, medium, small 	 £1 each 

Badges 	'I dig canals' 	 5p 
'Waterway Recovery Group' 	3p 

Leather Key Fob 	 100 
+3p post per order 

Orders to Jim Woolgar, 56 Connaught Crescent, 
Brookwood, Woking, Surrey. 
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$0 ,ou wlnt to ,un tI RltI,tlzlne P 
Savvlcs , under Its original ti tle of Nllvvl.,. Notflbook, Clr.l appeared In 1966. 
This firs t copy 'O'''s d ! atrlbutcd ""Ith "W l ndlll U" ( I'II"A I.ondon" Home Counties Branch 
mll\lllzloo) , 1500 copies being dup l lclI.tcd. 

~'rOlll t his 70 subscriptions _-ere recc!v..,d , but \18 prO(\\aCtlon was 100 limiting on a 
duplkstor. thllll tssue "nd every subsequent one was litho-printed 

1i()ll,1'Idsys, 40 odd Issues and seven yc.rll hter , our pr int order I s 2 , 500. TO cut 
COStS .c 11.00.' print th18 ourselves and, as we hllve 8h.s),8 done, all the collntlnB. 
roldin!: Rnd IItnpl1ng is I.'nr l'ied out by hand. Each !SSL)C \8 despatchcd by post, 
In envelopes addres!led by Mr. " Mrs. Bull of Enfie l d. This couple have for Beveral 
years addrcsRcd nNlrly 2,000 envelopes every twO Months by hand. ReCently . 'C have 
inves t ed 1n an "Addresllop;raph" type _chine which does not. suffer fro. wrHera erallP! 

Tm' a tatlstiel' or each t s.uo are now these:-
2,000 s "bsc rl bcrs (thereror" 2,000 on"'6 10pall to be addressed), 
2,500 cop t es printed (the odd 500 are In ... arlably sol d ), 
15.000 Sheets of paper . 30,000 l/1presstons on the printing press, 
2 . 500 co llations . 2 . 500 folds . 2.500 s tapl es, 
2 . 000 en ... elopes to be 'sturred ' with ")oIawtes" , 2,000 rbp. to be Besled down, 
( 60 wm't h of IItamps to be stuc k on, 
Ea c h iIIsue tRkCs .. 0 editoria l and typing hours , 
hour. - all dOlle by ... olunUlry l abour: 

12 pr!ntlng hours , 30 eollat l nil 

Tomorrows freighlways. . . . cid 
nOt COVer the eOlJts of half a 1111 le of elc ... ated " ,'ban freeway, NOt only .... ould 
operat! n g COfitl! be c ut by 25 to 3()'l. (on traffi c estillat.,d by lndcpondant eon.ulunts 
to rllie fro. 500, 000 tonOOIl t o 2 .. llllon tOnOO8 n year ir the sehe.e .... cnt t hrouilh) 
but the quantifiable environ.ental rellet gt ... en to thi s part of South Yorkshire 
,,'ould be enorlllOUS, "lost of the projected tQtal traffic inc r ease .. ou ld COllIe about in 
Itny caae . m.....,h of It generated by British Steol ' s planned £23 lIIilUon plant near 
Rotherhall, It this .. ·ere to go on the roods. the region .... ould need not Just One 
M62, but twO - wit h dou"'le the hidden subs idies thSt presently c lOSO'! the gap b(>t,,"ccn 
"ha t road usurs pay and the cost. 

TO he continued Navvies <i6 

FOR SALE 
Tee Shi,'u 

\I,'hl t l) d t h b l .lck l ettel'1nll 
Bbck .... Ith sll ... er lettering 

S 1ze: l o_'gc , _dtWl. s.n ll 

' 1 dig ell. r1H l s ' 
" Hg cnna l '" 

£ I (' ,'ch 

Ultdb'eS " dig ca na l s ' " ' .... a t er .... sy Rec overy Group ' :;!) 

l.ea t h<:r Key '00 10il 
"p ,~, ,., orde r 

Orders to Jl,. Wool g"r . 56 Connilught Cr "acent . 
Rrook .... ow . ""ok in g . S.w rey , ., "11 It,ll JOII IIow 11 h~. 

"",,,,1 .. )'011 _ 't III'~'" 
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VVRGBank 
Received since NAVVIES 43: 

Embassy 	11,215 Players 	326 Belair 	24 Crown Filter 180 
Gold Bofid 	1,643 Players No.6 8,316 Carlton 856 Sterling 	24 
Sovereign 	584 Players N010 	357 Cadets 506 Guards 	2,950 
Kensitas 	595 Virginia 	64 .Mild as Luxe... 	 35 
Co-op 	 21 books 	 S & H Pink 	 17 books 

The cash value of the above collection is an all time record of appx £60. For even 
with the Green Shield contribution removed to the "Smalley Excavator Fund" this totall 
exceeds the highest previous sum raised. it represents a total to be really proud of,1 
and once again proves what a tremendous boost your generous donations are to WRG 
funds, It must be reassuring to the organisers .o know that they can rely on a reg-
ular income from the Bank" to enable them to plan ahead with confidence. 
Here are just some of those that contributed: -- Ben Fradley,M.0xlei,Miss D.Barratt, 
A.J.Poskitt,Robert Russell,F.A.Bottomer,Chris Gardner,Robert Dunton,Graham Worthing-
ton,Margaret Sinfield,P.Pledger,John Hendon,T.Saquin,Freddie Stevens,David 
Kesslar-Lyne,Paul Phillips,David Alexander,Howard Holt,Neville Reeves,Jean 	%WA 
Heap,M.A.Jefferies,Jim Stevens,David Gibson,Don Frazer,Paul Soeuf,Christine 
Martin,Vicky Coghill,Drvid & Tim Wallace. 

Please try and keep up the impetus.If we can manage to maintain a regular 
sum of around £50 per issue,just imagine the boost this would provide for 
volunteers everywhere. So please keep sending in your contributions however 
small, it's really appreciated. 

TARGET 2500 
A bumper bundle of 120 books of Green Shield Stamps was the grand total sent 
in since Navvies 43. What an incredibly encouraging first response to our 
appeal. Thanks must surely go to our regular subscribers who broke into 
their own little hoard to give so generously to the fund. A big welcome also 
to all the new contributors who responded so wholeheartedly to the appeal by 
Hugh McKnight in TYachting & Boating Weekly'. Added to these were the results 
from appeals made at rallies,for although it may be true to say that we may 
not be able to maintain such a high intake - we have at least got the fund 
off to a good start at a decent rate of knots: 	Our thanks to:- John Gale 
David Hull,John Page,Chris van Schaick,Brian Walters,Charlie Appleton, Mrs 
Aubyn J.Arbuckle, "Carson' (of New Jersey USA) R.F.Cope,A.Downham,Charles 
Hadfield,Bob Rennie,Peter Harrison,Doris Richie,Chris de Wet & Barry Mursell. 
So the scale has now reached the 220 book mark. What will it reach by 
Christmas? It's up to you 	  

Send to Jim Fleming N.B Tom Ran,Canal Basin,Aylesbury,Bucks. NOTE Please 
omit the word "Bank" from the address on your envelope as it gives anyone 
who comes in contact with it the idea that it contains something valuable. 

2000 
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Received since NAVVIES 43: 

Embas sy 11,215 P l ayers "6 Selair 24 Cro"'n Filter 180 
Go ld Bond 1,643 Players No.6 8,3115 Carlton 856 Ster ling 24 
Sovere i gn '" Players NOlO '" Cadets '06 Guards 2 , 950 
Kensitas '" Virglnh 64 M1ld de Luxe •.. 35 
Co-op 21 books ,. H Pink 11 books 

The casb value of the above collection. 111 an all time r ecord oC apPJl £60. For even 
with the Green Shie l d contribution remO"/ed to the "Smalley EJlcavator Fund" this tota l 
eJlceeds the highest prevloulI sum ra i sed. It r~presentll a t otal to be really proud or , 
and once aga in provea wha t a tremendous boost your generous donations a r e to WRG 
f und a. It must be r", ,,sa uri ng to the organisers t o knOt! that they can rely on a reg
ular i ncO!OO frO!T\ tbe "Dank" to enable them to p lan ahead witb confidence. 

Here are Just some ot those thnt contributed: - Ben Fradley , M.Oxley· , Misa D.Sarra tt , 
A. J. POlIkitt , Robert Russe 11, F .A. BO"t tamer ,Chr is Gnrdner ,Robcrt Dunton,Graham Worthing
ton , Margaret Sintie Id , P. Pledger , John Hendon , T .Saquln , Freddle Stevens ,D;\vld 
Ke sslar-l;yne,Paul Phtll1ps ,David AleJlsmler , Howard Holt,Neville Reeves , Jean 
Heap, M.A. J e r feriell, J im S t evena, Dav iu Gibson, Don Fra.:er, Paul Boeut ,Christ ine 
Mar tln , Vi cky Coghill , D~vid lit Tim '/I·aIIace. 

Please try and keep up the i mpctus.If w~ can manage t o maintain a regular 
sum of around £50 per issue , Just imagine the bOOBt this would provide for 
volunteera eve r ywhere. So please keep se nding in your contributions bO"~'ever 

fA'RGET'2S00 
A bumper bund l e of 120 books of Green SlIle l d Stamps was the grand total ~ent 
i n since Navvies 43. What an incredibly encouraging fir st response to our 
appeal. ThankS must sure l y go to our regula r subscr i bers who broke into 
their own 1tttl~ hoard to give !l0 generous l y to tbe r und. A hig welcome also 
to all the new c ontributo)'s whO responded so whol-'<heartedly to the appeal by 
Hugh McKni ght i n ' Yac hting I< Boating Weekly'. Added to these were the resulta 
trom appea l s made a t rallles , Cor although it may be truu to say t hat we ma y 
1I0t be able to maintain Such a high intake - .... e have at least go t the rund 
off t o a good start at a decent rate ot knots: Our thanks to:- John Gale 
Dav i d Hull,John Pa!f . Chri~ va n Schaick , Brian Walters,Charl1e Appleton , Mrs 
Auhyn J . Arbuckle , Carson (of New J ersey USA) R.F.COpe , A.Downbam,Charles 
Hadt l e ld ,Bob Rennie , Pcter Harrison , Doris Ricbie,Chris de We t lit Barr y ),Iursell. 

So the sc a l e has now reached the 220 bOQk IIIIlrk. What wl11 it reach by 
Christmas? It' s up to you ....... .. . , 

Send to Jim Flemlng N. S T om Ran, Canal Basln ,Aylesbury,Bucks. NOTE Please 
om it t he word "Bank" from the add r ess on your envelope as it gives a nyone 
who comes in contact with it the i des that i t contains someth i ng va l 'lsble. 
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253, Hawthorn Road, Bognor Regis, 	0 ANGUS MACKINTOSH 	 rganisers WEY & ARUN C.S.-South 

Sussex. Bognor Regis 24378 

WEY 6 ARUN C.S.-North ALFRED COOK 
Cooks of Cranleigh, Guildford Road, 
Cranleigh, Surrey. Cranleigh 3774. 

K 6 A TRUST - Bath MIKE SMALLWOOD 
21, Napier Road, Weston, Bath, 
Somerset. (Co-ordinator) 

K & A TRUST - BATH A.SHAIVE-TAYLOR 
18,Wingfield Road, Trowbridge,wilta. 
Trowbridge 5143 

K b A TRUST - Reading KEITH FILKIN 
Yaffles, 2, Tree Hill, Henley on 
Thames- Oxfordshire. 

K & A TRUST - Pewsey GERRY TOWNSEND 
Red Lodge, Wootton Bassett, Swindon. 

K & A TRUST JUNIOR DIVISION 
DR. M. HAWKESLEY 

The Old Vicarage, East Kennet, 
Marlborough, Wilts. 

PEAK FOREST C.S.-Ashton BILL HOLMES 
3D Audenshaw Road, Audenshaw, 
Manchester. 061-330-3981 

PEAK FOREST C.S.-Ashton DAVID BROWN 
45, Richmond Street, Ashton-u-Lyne, 

Lance. 061-330-5188 

PEAK FOREST C.S.-Marple TIM NOAKES 
7, Hartford Avenue, - Wilmslow, 
Cheshire. Wilmslow 24567 

PEAK FOREST C.S.-Marple PETE STOCKDALE 
34, Hulme Hall Avenue, Cheadle Hulme, 
Stockport, Cheshire. 061-485-2247 

WORCS & WHAM C.S. 	PETER CURRELL 
Castlebourne, Bellbroughton, Worcs. 
Bellbroughton 202 

UPPER AVON PROJECT DAVID HUTCHINGS 
Avon House, Harvington, Worcs. 
Harvington 526 

GRAND UNION C.S. 	JIM WRIGHT 
20 Bourne Road, Bushey, Watford, 
Herts. 01-950-2352 

COALPORT PROJECT PETE BOYCE 
34, Northfield Way, Nythe, 
Stratton-St-Margaret, Swindon, Wilts. 
Swindon 27808 

RIVER STOUR TRUST FRANK FRECKNALL 
66, Cambridge Road, Stanstead, Essex. 
Stanstead 2245. 

B.C.N. SOCIETY 	GRAHAM TURNER 
Flat 46, Pitmaston Court, Goodby Road, 
Moseley, B'ham 13 	021-449-1514 

DUDLEY CANAL TRUST 	DAVE CANNON 
II, Sandown Court, Abdon Avenue, 
Selly Oak, Birmingham. 

NARROW BOAT TRUST 	BERNARD HALES 
151, Dorridge Road, Dorridge, Solihull, 
Warwicks. 056-45-2319 

GRANTHAM C.S. 	CHRIS BATES 
9, Station Road, Burton Joyce, Notts. 
Burton Joycs 3276. 
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WEY & ARUN C.S.-South 
AN GUS MACkINTOSH 

253, Hawthorn Road. Bognor Regia , 
SUIIU. Bognor Regis 24378 

Organisers 
~~y , !RUN C. S.-North ALFRED COOK 
Cooka of Cranleigh , Cuildford Read , 
Cranlaigh , Surr ey. Cranleigh 3774 . 

K & A TRUST - Bath MUE SMALLWOOD 
21, Napi ar Road , Welton, Bath, 
SO_rlet. (Co-ordinator) 

K" A TRUST - BATH A.SItAWE-TAYLCiR 
18 ,1'1nif1e l d Read , Trowbrld&e,.llU. 
TrMbrldp ~143 

1 , A TRUST - Readi ng KEITH FILlIN 
taff le. , 2 , tree Hill, Henley on 
Th~a- Oxfordlhi r e . 

t , A tRUST - PellllY CERRt TOWNSEND 
Red Lodge , Woot ton Blaletr , Swindon. 

K , A tRUST JUNIOR DIVISION 
DR. M. HAWKESLEY 

The Old Vicarage , Ealt Ktnoet , 
Marlhorough , Wilta . 

PEAK FOREST C.S.-~hton BILL HOLMES 
30 Audenlhall Ro.d , Audenahall , 
Hanehuter. 061- 330-3981 

PEAK FOREST C. S.-Alhton DAVID BR~~ 
45 , Rieh=ond Street , Alhton- u-Lyne, 
Lanea. 061 - 330-5 188 

PEAK FOREST C. S.-Marple TIM NOAXES 
7, Hartford Avenue , ' Wile,l ow , 
Chelhire. Wilmslow 2456 7 

PEAK FOREST C.S. - Marpie PETE STOCKDAlE 
)4 , Hulme Hall Avenue , CheadIe Hulme , 
Stoekport , Chelhir e. 06 1-485- 2247 
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WORCS , S' HAM C. S. PETER CUiUlI.LL 
Caltlebourne , Ballbrought oo , Worea. 
Bellbroughton 202 

UPPER AVON PROJECT DAVID HUTCRINCS 
Avon Houle, Harvlngton, Worel . 
Harvington 526 

CRAND UNION C.S. JIH IlRIGHT 
20 Bourne Read , BUlhey, Watford, 
Hertl . 01-950-2352 

COALPORT PROJECT PETE SOYCE 
)I. , Northfie1d Way , Nythe , 
Str at t on- St -Margaret , Swindon, Wilta. 
Swindon 27808 

RI VER STOUR TRUST FRANK FRECKNALL 
66 , Cambr idge Road, Scanltead , [lie •• 
Stanlte.ad 2245. 

B.C. N. SOCIETY 
Flat 46 , Pitmal t on 
MO le l ey , B'ham I ) 

DUDLlY Ck~AL TRUST 

Court , Goodby Road , 
02 1-449-151 4 

DAVE CAl,'NON 
11 , Sandown Court , Abdon AVenue , 
Selly Oak, Birmingham. 

NARROW BOAT TRUST BERNARD HALES 
151 , Oor ridge Road, Dorr idge, Solihull , 
Watlliekl . 056-~ 5-2JI9 

GRANTIlAM C.S. CHRts BATES 
9 , Station Road, Burton Jo)'ee , Nott • . 
Burton Joye. 32 76. 



NAVVIES GEAR 
ALL PRICES INCLUSIVE OF POSTAGE 

WADERS 
Thigh boots, heavy construction - ideal for lock work 	  f5.50pr 

INDUSTRIAL WELLINGTON BOOTS  
A) Men's steel toe-cap and mid sole - all sizes 	  f4.80pr 
B) Men's, designed for site work - all sizes 	  i2.80pr 
C) Ladies' bla: shiny finish, light yet ' OI waterproof 	 f2.80pr 

WATERPROOF COATS  
Made from flexible non-crack PVC coated fabric, resistant to abrasion 
and tearing. 	Small, medium and large. 
Full-length Coat 	 E3.50ea 
Three-quarter Coat 	 E2.75ea 
Jacket 	 £2.50ea 
Trousers to match 	 f2.10pr 

HEAVY-DUTY SAFETY HELMETS  
Manufactured to BS:2826 in ABS, adjustable headband. 
Small and large, in white, black, yellow, green or red 	  £1.00ea 

WORK GLOVES 
TTITI7i7palm, cotton back & wrist: Ideal scrub clearing  	.38pr 
B) PVC Grey-green, knitted wrist, hard-wearing, waterproof 	.38pr 
C) PVC Red, gauntlet, 18" long. Men's sizes  	.75pr 

DONKEY JACKETS  
A) 32oz., shower-proof melton. Inside waterproof shoulder lining 	 t3.50ea 
B) 36oz., melton: PVC on shoulders, elbows and cuffs 	  E4.50ea 
Chest sizes: small, medium, large and extra large. 

RAINMASTER SUIT  
Waterproof vinyl suit. 	Hooded jacket, long sleeves, two front pockets 
with flaps, fully opening front with zip and press studs. 	Draw cords 
at neck and waist. 	Trousers have waist draw cord. 	Seams welded and 
overstitched. 	Yellow only. 
Sizes: Small, medium and large 	  t3.30ea 

All above items offered at minimum prices without profit to WRG, therefore 
subject to change without notice. 	Please allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. 
Orders, please, to JIM WOOLGAR, 56 Connaught Crescent, Brookwood, Woking, 
Surrey - remittance with order. 	POs/Cheques to WATERWAY RECOVERY GROUP. 
State size, colour, etc. 

PRODUCED AND PRINTED ON THE WRG PRESS AT 4, WENTWORTH COURT, WENTWORTH AVENUE, 
FINCH LEY, LONDON N31YLI, ARTICLES MAY BE REPRINTED IN AL LIED MAGAZINES WITHOUT 
PRIOR REFERENCE PROVIDED THAT THE SOURCE IS SHOWN.  

ALL PRICES INCLUSIVE OF POSTAGE 

WADERS 
Thigh boots, heavy construction - ideal for lock work •••••• •••• •.• . E5.5Opr 

INDUSTRIAL WELLINGTON BOOTS 
A) Men ' a steel toe-csp and mid aole - all sizu .... ................ Et.. 80pr 
B) Men'a , designed for site wotk - all ,izu . ............ .......... E2.8Opr 
C) Ladies' black shiny finiah, light yet 1 0% waterproof . ••.• • . . ••• E2 . 8Opr 

WATERPROOF COATS 
Made from flexibl e 
and tearing. 
Full-length Coat 
Three-quarter Coat 
Jacket 

non-crack pvC coated 1ab ric, 
Small, medium Ind large. 

reaiatant to abrasion 

. . . . . . . 
Trousera to match . . 
HEAVY-DITIY SAFETY HELMETS 
Manufactured to 85:2826 in ABS, adjuatable headband. 
Small and la;ge, in white, black , ye llow, green or red 

. . . . . .. 

cotton back & wrilt: Ideal scrub cle sring •••• • ••• 
PVC Grey-green, kni tted wrist , bard-wearing, waterproof • . •••• •••• 

C) PVC Red, gauntlet, 18" long. Mf;n'a aizes ........ .............. . 

OONKEY JACKETS 

El.50es 
E2 .1Se. 
t2.50es 
E2. IOpr 

EI.OOea 

• 38pr 
• 38pr 
.15pr 

A) 320z. , shower-proof melton. Intide waterproof shoulder lining • .• E).50ea 
B) 3602.., melton: PVC on shoulders, elbows and cuffs •.••••••••••••• E4.50ea 
Ches t sizes: lmall, medium, large and extra large. 

RAINMASTER SUIT 
Waterproof vinyl luit. Hooded jacket, long sleevu, two front pockets 
with flaps. fully opening front with zip and prelS studl . Draw cords 
st neck and wailt. Trouserl have wsiar draw cord. Seams welded and 
overatitched . Yellow only. 
Sizes: Small, medium and large .. .. . ..... .......................... E3.30ea 

All above items offered at minimum prices without profit to WRG. therefore 
aubject to change without notice . Please allow 3-4 weeks for deliver y . 
Orders, please , t o JIM WOOLGAR, 56 Connaught Crescent , Brookwood, Woking , 
Surrey - remittance with order. Pas/Cheques to WATERWAY RECOVERY GROUP. 
State lize, colour , etc. 

PRODUCED AND fRINTED ON THE WAG PRESS .... T 4. WENTWDRTH COURT, WENTWDRTH AVENUE. 
FINCHtEY, LONDON N3IYO. ARTICLES MAY BE REPRINTED IN ALLIED MAGAZINES WITHOUT 
fRIOR REFERENCE PROVIDED THAT THE SOU ACE IS SHOWN. 
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THE DROITWICH 
CANALS TRUST LTD 

When the shareholders of the Droitwich Canal Company were 
celebrating its' opening two hundred and two years ago, little 
did they know that in 1938 all their work would be abandoned 
and allowed to fall into decay. 

It would certainly stopped their merry-making if they had 
realised that after a further thirty five years of neglect, 
swarms of dedicated volunteers would arrive in Droitwich to 
start the work of re-opening one of Englands' loveliest little 
waterways. 

On behalf of the Droitwich Canals Trust, may I welcome you all 
o our first working party and thank you for the work undertaken 

over the weekend. 

I hope you will enjoy yourselves on the working site, and in the 
evening celebrations, so much that you will all wish to come 
back again soon to Droitwich. 

This sleepy valley is sadly lacking in amenities and we believe 
the young and old will benefit from the opening of a wide 
waterway with attractive towpath walks and very unspoilt scenery. 

I hope that you will all have the satisfaction of being involved 
in such an exciting worthwhile project. 

Thank you very much. 

R.M.Sinclair 
Chairman 

When the shareholders of the Droi twich Cana 1 Company were 
celebrating its f opening two hundred and two years ago, little 
did they know that in 1938 all their work would be abandoned 
and allowed to fall into decay. 

It would certainly stopped their merry-making if they had 
realised that after a further thirty five years of neglect, 
swarms of dedicated volunteers would arrive in Droitwich to 
start the work of re-opening one of Englands' loveliest little 
waterways. 

On behalf of the Droitwich Canals Trust, may I welcome you all 
~o our first working party and thank you for the work undertaken 
over the weekend. 

I hope you will enjoy yourselves on the working site, and in the 
evening celebrations, so much that you will all wish to come 
back again soon to Droitwich. 

This sleepy valley is sadly lacking in amenities and we believe 
the young and old will benefit from the opening of a wide 
waterway with attractive towpath walks and very unspoilt scenery. 

I hope that you will all have the satisfaction of being involved 
in such an exciting worthwhile project. 

Thank you very much. 
R.M.Sinclair 
Chairman 



Organisers Notes 

The purpose of the Droitwich Dig is to get the full restor-
ation of the two Droitwich Canals of to a good start - the 
site, one of the most difficult is also the most heavily 
lacked on the entire canal - to clear this area by conventional 
means would be violently expensive - this is where you come in. 

It is imperative that we have the entire area cleared, and 
all-important - tidy, by the time we finish on Sunday. Please 
do all you can this weekend to achieve this aim. 

Remember please - that there is effectively only one entrance 
to the site, this being by the Control Field, therefore the 
towpath (which was bulldozed out of virgin jungle only two 
weeks ago) is our only highway and communications link. At 
all costs avoid blocking it with rubbish, equipment or your 
belongings. 

Also bear in mind that we don't want to lose any of you - 
even for a short time. Apart from being messy - it's inefficienl 
so please take great care to stay away from heavy machinery and 
also the many power saws and slashers that will be in use this 
weekend. Likewise if you are using any of the equipment please 
treat it with care, responsibility and consideration.Absolutely 
no-one will be allowed to go down a lock if he/she is not 
wearing a safety helmet. 

The site is being split-up into three parts (see diagram later) 
each containing one lock and the pound above it. 	Each of 
these sections will be controlled by a ISI^EMASTER' who will 
be in touch with 'Control' by radio. These 'SITEMASTERS' will 
in turn relay instructions to your 'Section Foreman' - please 
do exactly what he says even if the reason is not readily 
apparent. 

Also in the 'Control Field' there should be constant supplies of 
tea and refreshments - we regret the necessity of having to 
charge for your food, but funds are not available at this time 
to make this free. Beer will be available during the lunch 
break at 'Control'. Please do not go off site for lunch as 
the nearest place is at least two miles away. Here also will 
be found the basic toilet facilities - we hope you will under-
stand the difficulties we have on a site such as this in 
providing basic requirements. The fire engine, by the way, 
that you will see on the 'Control field' is to provide a supply 
of drinking water. 
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All catering for this event is being organised and carried out 
by the National Voluntary Civil Aid who - as well as helping 
us - hope that the experience will be good training for them. 

Again, thank you for attending. 
GKP 

rIMETABLE  

Friday 8.00 pm 	Volunteer arrival preliminary booking-in 

Saturday 8.00 am Breakfast in accommodation (Friday's arrivals 
only) 

9.00 am First coach from Witton Camp to worksite 
9.00 am Booking-in post opens at Witton Camp for 

Saturday's arrivals 
12.15 pm Booking-in post closes and last coach leaves 

from Witton Camp to site. 
12.30-1.30 pm Lunch break for half the volunteers on site. 
1.00-2.00 pm Lunch break for remainder of volunteers 

4.30 pm Pack up, return all equipment to Control 
Field. 

4.35 pm First coach leaves for accommodation. 
5.00 pm First supper being served in accommodation. 

Sunday 	7.30 am Breakfast in accommodation 
8.15 am First coach leaves for work site. 
8.30 am Booking-in post open at Witton Camp 

12.00-1.00 pm Lunch break for half of volunteers on site. 
12.30-1.30 pm Lunch break for remainder of volunteers. 

3.30 pm Cease removal of spoil from site and tidy up. 
4.00 pm Stop work and return all equipment to Control. 
4.30 pm First coach leaves for accommodation. 

We would like to thank all those who have done a great deal of 
preparatory organising work for this dig, in particular IAN 
BRUCE who has shouldered most of the burden, but with honourable 
mentions for Peter Currell, Nick Grazebrook, John Felix, Rod & 
Sue Pawsey, Mike & Meg Day, Bill Lear and elements of the Worcs 
& B'ham Canal Society working party for helping sort out the 
site the weekends before the dig, and the National Voluntary 
Civil Aid members for catering services both off and on site. 
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